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hardened to feel the effects of tlie former, and can only 
be rendered serviceable by the latter. What proof of the 
uuensibilify of that man who is not permitted to judge ttf 
act for )tiinself; yet in spite of su)>Jection, in ^ile of ty- 
ranny, some act, bespeaking the sonl's great powers, vill, 
aa rays of ligh^ break througl) the cheerless gtoom. 

I once witnessed the filial love of a young oegro, al the 
grave of his father ; bis back was bleeding from the lashes 
he had just received, for (as I afterwards learned) stealing 
a plantain; but he robbed, not for himself; 'twas for * 
the fetber he loved :— In the most supplicating manner, 
raising his eyes towards Heaven — he exclaimed, "And . 
vou, God ! over all the world, who delights in seeing pei^le 
n^>py, conceal from- him the ladies I have receiv»l; let 
him eat of the plantain, and much good mav it do bun!" 
IVie negroes fancifully imagine the dead can eat, and 
possessed with tins idea, daily lay food on the grave; 
which being stolra |by the runaway negroes, ebeourages 
the strange notion.-^— The pain of bis lacerated back a]> 
prared not to afiect him ; his heart alone, filled with the 
warm burnings of filial love, inspired him with that gene^ 
rous glow, which rises superior tu. selfish considerationb. 
Nb seniirr.ent of reverse, no exclamatioo of indignation, 
burst from liis lips, at his unjust ireatment : one sweet, one 
pious idea possessed him, and he prayed to the God, over 
alt' the norld, to conceal from liis father his snfTerbgs, 

le^t tbev Blioiild enibitrpr liis enioymcDt. Cliristians and 

slave n asters ! will ye still assert, a negro is voiti of feeling. 

The West Indians in general are warm' hearted, gene- 
rous, and huspitable; free in their houses, and uncom- 
monly convivial at cntertamments, of which they make a 
great many ; on those occasions the most pleasing gaiety 
prevails, a gaiety unmixed with revelry; good-will siqiplies 
the phice of formality, and banisiies restraint, whieh is (he 
(teslroyer of socintity: fiistidlousness beronjes dispensed 
uith, and the smile of the host is reflected on the'coun- 
tenxnce ui his giiesi, who seldom leaves life festive board 
till the sun bi-yii^s to rise. Every thing tlial can please 
the eye or palate is here to be met with ; but what nnders 
these entrrtainments the most costly, is It.e desert^ whicli 
is composed of the choicest sweetmeats, dried and wel. 
The wines are of an ejiquisite flavor, Sherry, Piirt, Ma- 
'I'ira, Fink Chaapaigo, Claret, |Hnk, white, aad purple 
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Noveaii, with some others equally excellpBt. A spirit of 
unbounded liberality distiaguishes the West Indiajis, and 
marks their every aclioii : susceptible, iinpeluous aiid pos- 
sessed nf quick feelings, their passiouE, a$ ripe fruit, is 

. nadji trt burst forth. Accustomed from early infancy to 
have tlieir wishes auticipaledi Ihe slightest disappointment 
is considered insupportable, and too otten produces tbut 
severity nhicli is the greatest siaiii on th«ir characters. 
Wishes when arrived at fruition, occasions tiiduleoiH: nf 

. jT.ind — we have nothing to auiniate, nothing (o awakm 
energy, the spring uF uction becomes weakened, and the 
pbnter, truly because he bus uothbg to a«k for, is coati. 
nually craving. Why. is not the tyrant happy t shall Ite, to 
whom myriads submbsive bow, feel disconlentl yes, he 
does ; sellishness inspiies fear, and be trembler, lest some 
Tutlitess hand should wrest from him his mis-used power: 
To retain' the treasure— the darling of his soul— he calls' 
in .the -Ad of cruelty — of subjection : this teaches him, 
to fetter the slave, tu lay on the lacerating stripe, and to 
abridge his comforts, witli out encreasing his own ; for still 
tlie gloomy phanton; — tear! haunts his steps ! tlie sighing 
breeze, fi aught with (he sweeJs ofbloomiug vegetation, 
sounds to his ear the wliisper of trcacliery. He sfarrs I 
feels pangs unutterable, and with measured pace seeks li is 
porlicd. There, deep lost in coutouiplation, he sadly 
stands, pale bis -countenance, fixed bis eye, or sooulipg 
casts the inquiring glance; and now the varied feature 
I marks the quick traMitioii of his thoughts ; deliberation 
ceases— the resolve once taken, it is iramediately executed.' 
Whips, fetters, and tortures, are the guardians of his 

safety ; but these present not the security lie requires 

thus, he listless, drags on a life of inquietude. Each day 
the same dull uriifbrmity, the same cheerless mouotory 
prevails. 

Petnlant and irritable, the females lu this country are 
even more tyrannical than the meji; for not totally divested 
»f frivolily, tfaej are troubled with many artticial wants ; 
imperious and overbearing, the West India womsai kaovn 
o«t self-coimnaDd, and gives free iodiilgence to caprice ; 
sifted with strong mental powers, indolence prevents her ' 
frAm cultivating them ; averse tn whatever requires excr- 
tiofi, though a proficient in music, she rarely enjoys this , 
'pleating amusement, but yields to apathy ; if she fratks 
fjldt?' G«p){daifl3 of fatigue, if skc works she a oppresseii i 
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III Jres*, both sex are expensive, parlkutarly so in their 
linen, winch is excessiie fiLie j the men in coiumun, wear 
a linen coat called a flj, this is wade loiwe and fi-eely ad- 
mils llie air ; Ihe collar of iheir sliiti is left oj)en, for titey 
di<)ienie with bolh neckcloth and waitcikat; their iimler 
rl'illies for coolness, is chiefly nankeeii, and on Iheir head 
ihey were a light beaver hut lined wiih green; black be- 
ing considered too warm'froin its allracting the sun. 

■ The females dress af'er the manner of. the ladies in 
England, from whence they re^nlariy have the lashions 
seal out. . Uncnmmonty fond of show.lheh ornaments are 
very cosily; Ihey wear their hair much dressed, atid dispose 
fif it T«itn great taste ; its colour, which is. usually dark 
brown or black, h well calculaied lo set otF their comite- 
nomfi', whictl-ib pale, yet expressive, with features tlie most 
striking ; for the brill'iant lustre of their eyes, the West 
India ladies have been deservedly relebntted. A languor, 
the most tuleresting, marks their every movement ; in shape 
Ihey are peculiarly graceful, notwitlistanding lliey wear 
only a slight bodice made of citllico or India dimity ; they 
dispense with whalebone, tu which reason I attribute tlic 
eluticily of tbeir fomi. 

. Dancing is the favorite amusement of the West Indmns ; ' 
Ibis appears rather singnlar, that ida climate so ititenaely 
hot, they should chuse a diversion, of all others, tlie rnoat 
ectlculaled to create fatigue. They are remarkably fond of 
theatrical performances, and sometimes. sum><>rt ditFerent 
(characters with great ingenuity and spirit ; besides these, 
■ they have assemblies and card parties, which iiL general 
are numerously attended, as they arc great lovers of so- 
cial btercourse. 

The usual beverage for the mortting is coffee, with 
which, they eat roasted plantains, yams, or bread ; some 
sliced Arogato pear as a relish, or eggs, ham, and bitigue^ 
They usually dine about oue, to enjoy the salubrious 
breeste which arises at that hou^ Theic victuals, with the 
exception of a few dishes, which I shall enumerate, is 
<tfc*xd after the Enn^teas manner, but all biriily geaKHKfl 

''h Cayenne pepper; they a^iouiKl «itli Bill, poM^ 
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bikJ all kiirfs of butcher's nieal ; ttieir veal is seldom older 
lb»>isix weeks, its tlavf;ur is delight fn I, lieing fed 6q ro- 
lliiiif! but milk; a quarter of kid ruusled, suqiasses tlie 
finest bouse lamb. Tneir poiiltrv, ivhieh is sold \>y weigbt, 
is eKceeding good; the turkies iu purlicular, are juueli 
larger than in P.nglaiid, and of a linear flu vour. Caiuetx 
fywls roailei: area^nt ftivorite wiih the imiives, wlio 
hove on. llieir tables a ^leniiful assurtmcnt of vej^etiibies : 
St meals.lliey diiiik bnltled porter, )>uricb aiid grui; in llic 
aftemoou. The middling class of |>eu|>'e agaiu drink cof- 
fee, \ihiie lliose of the hij;hcr, as in Eitglaud, have .tea 
end coftVe ; some cluise chocolate for supp«r, while others 
have litih of all sorts, boiled or broiled, well seastmeil witb 
Cayenne pepper; wiihuut which, they seldotn make a 
meal. Tbuy frequently Iiave salt salmu!), mackarel, and 
cod, which coioes from America; or salt be<4', from Eng- 
. land c« Ireland ; pot vintuab in more ecnerally preferred 
to joasted meati. The fowl pot is considered ^ood eatmg, 
it is composed uf a fowl, a small qnanlit) of pickled porki 
yams, and other pulse ; pigeon i>eas, sugar, beaus, C!i|>si- 
cums, green peas, CayeiitJt! pepper, an-i several other in- 
gredients ; to tlie pork pot, is sonietinicii added a piece 
of ?eal ; Ihgre is another dish hipJily oteeme^ by the na- 
tives, consiatiiig of Irish salt beet, fowU, vt^l, yams, su- 
gar, beaiis, indiuti,com, ucd Cayeime pcpjier. 

They are great oWrvcrs of festivals, such as births, or 
Vedding-dayt ; alil^ tjiese entertertainmest^, they send a. 
ulate of tite choicest sweetmeats and confections to. the 
house of each gtiest. Their houses are mostlv from two 
to tbrte. stories high, all, except a very few, D^ilt of fine 
timber, most of the foundations are of iKtck, roofed witb. 
thin ^lit boards, called shingles, iniitead of slates or tiles, 
Wittdijws are seldom seen^ this country, glass being in- 
convenient on account of the h«ttt.iQtlie room;.fbr which, 
thCTuse gauze frames ; gome have ool^sbulters. piade like 
folding doors, whicb -are kept c^n from six in the morn- 
ing, till six in tlie eveniug, others have Venetian blinds or 
lattices;; The rooms are seUtom papered or plastered, but 
beautifully wainscoted witb cedar, brazil, and mahogany 
wood;, tiiefaruitiu-e iu genera] is very Ugbt, adapted to 
lbe:cliiirate— tbe.r»oins ate elegantly adorned with paint- 
ings ig^Ui<>S>> jchandeJier^ qwutttits of chiqa, plate, and 
otter vaUnblear' according: ta tbe vieaiih 'of Iii« posgeHor* 

'■_■,-. J .-,...- ;■-, .:_• .■;. ... ..;-,...;fCi;KigL' : _. I 
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Most home^ hare wells dug in llie rork, which afford 
but a biitckisli kind of beverage, only used for the mttle. 
'tlie West Iniiiiin.s have cistern:i, in whidi tliey preservt! 
rain wHter for their own coatum{>tion, letting it first drop 
through a littering amne into large Jars ninde for the pur- 
pow hy the native ImiHtus. The West Indians of every de- 
nuniiimtion sleep in hammocks, those used b>' the opulent. 
sire Djitiie of cetton, oruanieuted witli rich fringe, worlii 
from l.weuty to thirty guineas ; they have ait awnuig to 
keep off the musctuitocs ; some people lie on bedsteads sur- 
roundeii, iniitead uf curtains,' with gauze pa vil lions, which 
admits the air freely, and at the same time, beeps off the 
smallest insect; the more luxurious have two and tlirfe 
negroes to fan theu during the night. The kitchens are 
always built at some distance from the house, where the 
victuals is dressed upon the floor; the stoves resemble a 
dog or cauldron, tlie conks, who are always negro-men, 
have a female slave under tliem who acts as scullion ; tliey 
are excessive particular, nnd for the clcanlinesB of their 
culinary utensils, might put to the blush the nicest Eu- 
ropean servant. 

P- Tlie linen, which is seldom ivashed at home, is carried 
hy the negroes into the field, close by a spring, for they 
wash in cold water, but usually boil the linen ; after which, 
should any stain appear, it i« well rubbed with Castile 
soap and carefully spread on the grass ; the intense heat 
of the sun immediately draws out the stains, even those of 
wine. Duiiiig the time of drying, the negroes usually 
Watch the clotlie^. Some rub the linen with rock«toi|^ 
which is a very bad custom, and tends to dei^trov the lir 
Hen much sooner than fair wearing. The Castile soap, 
which is always used for washing, even .to the haod^ and 
face, is considered much cheaper than any other soap, on 
account ofthe drawback; It is also very good to wash the. 
heads of children, and deemed serviceable m many other 
jespects. 

Weddings in the West Indies, are extremely magnifi' 
cent, generally concludit^ with an elegant ball ; theu- ^- 
nerals are also very expensive, at which they drink bnnit 
wine, and eat the finest cakes : three-hundred people hav^ 
been known to attend a funeral, to all of whom, iMvnt 
wine and cake has been given. When the owser of -ft 

station (or any other peisoa of consdquence) dies, every 
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UK nf bb Rcgroes follov*s the moitrnful tniti, clad in 
mourniag ; the deepest of which, with them, is a jacket 
and coat of dark blue lode doth, with two black and - 
white handkerchiefs, one tied round the head and another 
undor .thf chin; for second roouming, the negroes wear 
white, .which contrasted with the sable hue of^ their skin, 
fonus aO appearance the roost singular. When a negro 
dies, lie is brought to the door of hia owner by his rela- 
tions, who, with loud excjamations, dedare the unwilling- 
ness of the deceased to leave his mastjn'i sighs, groans, and 
lamenlalion°, with dismal shrieks, are then uttered ; when ' 
theie have sufficiently bespot>e his tidelity and attaclimenr, 
tbe corpse is quietly removed to the place of interment. 
The West Indims ar« usually wrapped in a winding sheet, ' 
besides the shroud. 

Children are dressed iii thetr beat clothes, some having ' 
flowers ^ncifiilly -strewed over them, look most beautiful, 
and nught well represent Innocence slumbering ami'J the' 
sweets of spring. Nothing displays the pride of tlie West 
Indians mdre than the number of slaves by whom tiiey 
are attended ; these in some families, amount to thirty or 
forty, they ^e called houscliold negroes, and expwience 
far belter treatment than the lield or plantation negroes. 
Many an European servant would be happy to fare as • 
.ivell ; tbev eat »i' the same as I heir owners, but are never 
allowed tne freedom of cutting their own victuals ; they 
, hjiye a plate of food given to them, more or less, accordiug 
to ' the liberality of their owners. Tlie women are excel- . 
lent seamstresses, and well skilled in all kinds of curious 
needle works ; they wear chinta jackets and coats, add a 
fine India muslin Imndkerrhief tied round their bead in the 
form of a bandeau; their arms and k-gs are generally or- 
namented -with bracelets, while round iheir neck they wear 
a gold barley corn necklace ; of. this ornament, both the 
mulattoes and negroes are particularly fond. Some wear 
round their ueck valuable lockets witti cyphers, cosily ear 
rings, beads, medals, coins, and a variety of other ttungs. 
E^fcb finger is decorated with a ring. 

llie men are regularly brought up to different trades, 
and make excellent mechanics. Tlmae who wait at fable, 
have liveries like European footmen, others wear ajacket 
and trowsers made of light fustian or ilowlass ; the negro 
children of both sexes, go entirely naked, with the excep- 
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IkmofiTetyfcw, who wear a Utile dowlaw coat. Ail of > 
them have beads roniid tbeir amis, legs, and neck. Tbe 
negroes sleep on the ground without any kind of bed; the 
jongo, or waiting woman, generally sleeps in an anti-cham- 
ber on a plantain leaf bed : though, in general, the ne- 
groes prefer laying in the coolest place. To each hoase, 

there is a spacious entrance or hall, where ma; be seen 
groups (rf negroes lying on the ground, sonietimes above 
twealy. They are Tery early risers, and go throngh the 
faliffues of tbe day with seeming case ; ihej are cheerful, 
lircTy, and gay, while their more indol^it employers are 
sinkmg under the oppresMve beat, become the prey of 
Jassitude, and will not stoop even to pick tip the smalt- ' 
«t trifle. 

No female is to be seen walking in the streets till afler 
0)ie o'clock, when the anxiously expected breeze has r«- 
fieshedtlie air. The safety of most of the towns in ihe 
West Indies, is entrusted to the Burghers or militia,, who 
keep walrh during the night: at six o'clcck in the morn- 
ing, and the same hour in the evening, the morning and 
evening guns are tired by the commanding ship in the 
harbour. At the evening signal, all Lite flags are mstantly 
lowered on board the difieient vessels, their bells are set 
- a^nngitig, while the drums and fifes beat Ihe tattoo through 
(he towu : the watch is then set, and no negro of either 
fKx, is:pem)itfed to appear in Iheslrert.^, without a proper 
\nn ligned by his owner; witliout which, he is taken up, 
and severely tiogged the next ntoming. 

At ten at night, a band of black drums, beat tbe Bnr- 
,, pher or Militia retreat through the sLeetSj the manial 
sound, as it dies away, or is tost in distance, pleasingly in- 
lades the trantiuility of the silent hour, nnd soothes the 
feelings, powerfully awakened hy the soft lustre of the 
moon, wbitb, in the We^t Indits, skiucs uith iiiiconmou 
brightness. 

The largest Island wepossess in this ]iart of tbe World is 
JAMAICA, siiuated in tlie allautic ocean, in about 18" 
12 North latitude, and in lunnilude, ab<»ul 76" 4? West 
fKum London : the dimale, though tempered and greatly 
mitigated, is exceeding bo l, with little variHtioii from Ja- 
nuary to December. Tlie days and niKhrs arc nearly 
•^ijal, there being little more than two hours difference * 

tween Ihe longest day mid the ehortest : -Ibe twilight is 
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»f biit sbortdaratisn: When it is ttrelve o'clock at taooa ia 
London, it is abuotseven iu the laoniiiig at Jamaica. A 
. trophical year, scans properly to caaprebend but two sea- 
sons, the wet and the dry; but as toe rains in these cli- 
mates, constitute two great periods, they are beit described 
as the European year vnder four divitimJi. The vCTsal 
season or spring, may be said tocommeaeewilfa the month 
of May, nbeo the tiie foilage of the trees evidenllj' be- 
come more laiuriant, and the parched sauannahi begin to 
change their russet hue. Even previous to the first perio- 
dical rains which are now daily expected, and generally 
set in about the middle of the month ; these, cotninred 
with the autumnal rains, may be almost called gentte 
showers, they come from the south and commonly fktl 
every day about noon, and break up with thnndec storms* 
creating a bright and beautiliii verdure, and a rapid and 
lusuriant vegelation. The thermometer at this keason va- 
ries considerably, commonly falling six weight degreeii; 
immediately .after the diurnal raiim, iu mmlioni beigtat 
may be .Stated at 7^°- After these rains have continue'l 
ab<]ut a furtaiglit, the weatber becomes dry,-gettled, and 
salubrious ; the tropical summer reigning in titll glorv, not 
a clojd is perceptible, and the xky blazes with irresistible 
lierceness. For some hours, generally between seveB ami 
ten iu the mnniing, before the setting in of tlie sea breeze, 
or trade wimtt, which at ihis season lilows from the south 
east, with great force and regularity, until late in the 
evening, the heat is hardly suraMrtable ; but, uo sooner is 
the influence felt of this refreshing wiml, than all natut^ 
revives, and the climale iu tlie shade, becomes not oiriy 
very tolerable^ but, pleasant. 

The nights at this season, are exquisitely loiely ; the 
transceudeut lu'.lre of the Heavens, the serenity of the 
air, and the soft tranquility in which nature Feposesi con- 
spires to barmonixe the mind and produce the moat calm, 
and delightful sensalions. The vm>a, too, iu these climattfs^ 
displays for -groater ra*ance tl^an in Europe ; ihe umallest 
print is legible by her liglit,- asd in the moon's absence, 
ber i^ace is not ill' sup))lied liv tbe^b'rightnegs of the milky 
way, and by that glorious planet Venus, which appear* 
bere 1^ a Utile moon, and giitt^s with so refulceqt ' a 
heaabuto cut a shade fram-.t^es, buildings, aMl other 
-«b3eotfl~f maLing full emewtsfiMths ^ort- stay and tbrupt 
-dejwrturcfrftlietoiiight. . -j ...r 
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Id the laountaiDoiu, tuid interibr (nrls of tlie larger 
islands, innumerable fire fliei i^rouad at nigfat, which faave 

. R surprising appearance to strauj^rs : tliey consist of dif- 
fer^t spetaes ; some of which, emit a liglit resembling s 
■ptrksffire, from a globular prominence near each eye ^ 
and others from their sides, in the act of respiration ; they 
are fftr more luminous than the glow worm, and fill the 

.air on all sides like bo many living stars, to the great as- 
tonishment an<i admiration of a Iravelter unaccu^loiued 
to the country. In the day time they disappear. These 
insects ase above an inch long, witli a round patch under 
the belly of a transparent greenish colour, which in the 
dark gives a light like a candle ; its eyes are particularly 
luminous, and by the light of a couple of these Dies, a per- 

, ion can read the smallcat print with facility. 

The state of the weather cotiliniics with little variatioti 
ifrom the beginning of June, uulil the middle ot'Aiigusr, 
' when the diurnal breeze begins to intermit, and the at- 
mosphere becomes sultry, close, and suftbcatiog. lb the 
' latter end of this monlli, and most [rait of September, the 
natives look about in vain for coolness and comfort. The 
raia seldom begins to fi|ll with violenre until the beginning 
.of October, it is then, that ihe Hcdvens pour down ca- 
taracts. Initbe interval, between the bcgiiimng of Au- 
gust, and tile latter end of Oclober, hurricanes those 
dreadful visitations of the Almighty, arc appreliendi-d. — 
Earthquakes, also, are not unfretjueiit, but none have been ' 
pruducliveof nii^jchief sinre the fatal oite*f Jun^ l6.9?, 
which swallowed up Ptirt ttoytt). Slight shoiks are tell in 
Jamaica every yeur, geuerally alwul June, iuiniediately 
after Ibe Mnyrains. Towards the end of NoTeiiiber, a»d 
. sometimes not till the middle of December, a toiisidir- 
»ble change in Ihe temperattirc of the air is i>erceplihlf : 
if (his interval, Iherefure. from the beginning af Decem- 
ber, to tlie eod of April, be called winter, it b undoubtedly 
the finest winter on the globe. To invalidsi and persons 
advanced hi life, it is Ute climate of paradbe. 

In Barbadoes, and most of the islands to -wbdwawl, the 
tea breeze blows as well by night as by tlay ; k u tome- 
times Ihe esse in Jamaica, in the mouths of Juh^ akt 
July.'-M-Onth^seventhof Jtmc, 1692, ha^miMl tln>t'tK' 
. Qieodous earthqwike, which swallowed op Pwt Rogift**- 
This i*s is' declared by au ad of the asseuiiiy, tu -!»«.••" 
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tablisbed as a f>eitpMiul awmtnary fait, in c«nin«iKin- 
tiau of this calamity. The ^ear 1744, \v(u diiliDguisbed 
by BiHAlier destructive conflict of tbe elamenta ; iind is 
1/80, after a long re«pite, begun tltat dreadfnl tucces- 
sk»i of hunricanes, which, with tbe exceptioD of 1783. and 
X7S3, desolated this and some of thcndgfhfoounog.iBlaadi. 
for seven years together. ^ 

TIk general appearance of tlie country diflkn greatly 
from i&Mt part of Europe : yet, the Nartti.and Sooth udes 
of the island, whieh are separated by a vast chain of 
tnouoUias, exltHiding from £ast to West; differ at the 
same time, widely from each othtr. On beholding the 
BUtthera side of the country, which eoostitues the parish 
of St. Aone, the scenery is superiativdy (me ; the country, 
at a little distance fixHn the shore rises into hills, which 
.»re more remarkable for beauty than bol(faicss; being all 
of gentle activity, and: commonly separated from eadi 
, other by spacious vales and romantic inequalities: tlwy are 
sddont cragjiy, nor is the transitions from tbe hilU to tlie 
-vaUics abrupt ; in general, tbe baud of nature, has round«4 
every hill towards the top witli singular felicity ; the most 
striking circumstance attending these beautiful swells, is 
the liappy disposal of the groves of Fiiueoto, with wliich 
most of them are spontaneously crowned; and the lovely 
verdure of the turf undcmeuth, nhich b discernable in k 
thousand o|)eniiigs, presenting a ctiarming contrast to the 
deeper tint^ of tfai^ Pimento. As this tree, which is no less 
j-eniarkdble for fragrance than beauty, sutlers no other 
j)hmt to nourish within its shade. These groves me not 
ouly clearof underwood, but even the grass beneath is 
aeldoni luxuriant ; the soi^ in general bein;! a chalky marl, 
which produces a close and clean turf, as siuoolh auH eiea 
as the finest English lawn, and in colour liir moK bright. 
Over tkiis beautiful surface, the Puneiito spreads itselfiu 
various coi^ipartiiiauls ; in one jrface we behold exlewtive 
groves, ill anotlier a number of charming groups, ^ine of 
. whivh clolhe the hil|s, while others are dispe/«ed about 
. the declivities ; embellisltii^g the srene, and adding [>ei-fec- 
■ tiiin to beauty. The bounty of nature li?«^lontif«liy wa- 
:t«rtd tlie whole districi, and indeed, n^ other part of the 
;West ludies, abounds with so maB^^hg^hlful streams: 
—-'- V alley liaa Us rivulet, «iid^;)(tli hill its cascade'; i(k 
_ . «rr8rvie\t /•*^f6 the ro£«s overhang tbe ocean, no- 
« -tlbui..jas*f* transparent 'Aaterfalls are beheld hi liw 
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«anie moment :' such is the foreground of th« pictiire.— Aft 
the land rises towards the centre nf the istiind, the eye, 
passing uver beauties already d^scrthed, in attracted b; ft 
buundlesa aniphitheatre of wood, and an inimensity of fo- 
xest; the outline of which, melts iuto the distant blue 
liiUs, aDd, these again are lost in the clouds. 

On the sontbem ude of the island, the scenery it of a 
differoit mture ; the prevailing characteristics of the land- 
sc^>e are variety and beauty. On approaching this side of 
the isluid by sea, and viewiug from nfur, audi of the 
Btupendous and toneriug ridges of the blue mountains, as 
the clouds here and there disclose. The mind is titruck 
with admiration, and even hwc ; j-et, though the prospect 
js Ria^nificcnt m the highest degree, it seems a scene of 
magnilicent desolation. The rugged precipice and inac- 
.ce>«sible clilF, have more the appearance uf a chaos thai) a 
-creation : tile prospect, however improves, tor amid ten 
thousand bold features too hard to be softened by culture, 
rmany a spot is discoveiaLIc, where the hand of industry 
Jiaii awakened life and fertility. With these pleasing inter- 
:'iiUKtures, llie lower range of niountaios are diversified,- and 
by powerful contrast, soften the rude solenniity of the 
loftier eminences, uDtit the Savaanas at i he bottom meet 
the sight: these are extensive plains, clothed principally 
with cmie tields, displaying in all the piide of cultivation, 
/ the verdure of .spring, blended wit ti the luxuriance ufau- 
. tuiau.— These arc bounded by tlie.ocean, on wliose bosmu 
' -a new and ever- moving picture strikes tliecje; tbr innu- 
.iiierdble vessels are seen in various direclioiix, some crowd- 
ii);; into, and others l>earing away frAm the bayj and har- 
bour,', with which the coast is every where indented, 

The night air is somelinles astonishing cool, and ev«i 
[;>i noon day, n fire is not only very acceptable, but iietfes- 
sary'. -^^ ^"'"^ Sp'tn". which is s'ix miles liirlher u(> the 
counl;"Vi the soil is a iiluek mould or brown marl, hot lew 
or Doiie ."* ""^ tropica! friiils will flourish in so cold a re- 
gion; iieiilii'^ "'* Nesberry, the Avocado jiear, tl;e Staj- 
aipple nor the ^^''Sf'' *'''' ^'' witiiiu a couiidciable 
Jiei-ht of this pla,"*! frilt manyof Ibe English fruits, suHi 
as the apple, peach, ■..''"i f}mrUity. itouriah there in gtcat 
perfection, with severui' -W^er" y«iluacie "^rflWr-^Ji^^^. 
which, are a grcsit nqoiber "*( very (ine p^y^ pf the fea* 
re, and other oriental produc?»JW. The grgunJ) to -Jts ' 
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Mtive date, IS almost entirely covered with various sorts- 
of fern; ofwhicb, there are four-hundred diitmct species. 

Among other birds, peculinr to these lofty regions, are 
a species of the swallow ; tlie plumaee of which varies in 
colour, like the netk of a drake. There is also, a very 
ftne song bird, called the Fish Eve, ofa blackish brown: 
with a white ring round the neck. —The district of Pe- 
dro plains', deserves particolar notice ; it is a level coun- 
try on a high bluff, called Pedro Point; situated on tlie 
South-west coatf, in the parish of St. Elizabeth. Pedro 
Plains difers from every other Savnnna of the island ; frnni' 
the district of Fulterswood, in St. Elizabetli's parish, it 
runs eastward aloug the coast, on an easv ascent to th« 
highest ridge, which is calleir Tophill ; trom whence it 
stretches inland more than twenty miles in length, and 
about five in width; it is not unlike the dawns in some 
Jnrts of England, ajwl is beanlitiilly dotted with clunip» 
of wood ; amot^ (vhieh the aloe, torch, thistle, and 
other plants of t&it genus Dnnrish iu great luxuriances 
From half an acre, to many acres in exlent, the soil in c(^ 
lour, is of the deepest red, baked hard on ihe surface bip 
the heat of the sun ; but, of so porous a nature, as to ab- 
sorb the heaviest rains as fast as tliey tali. 

The herbage in freneral is coarse, nevertheless it main' 
tains thousands of ueat callleand horses, and m uu part 
of the world, is the latter tbuiid nearer to a state ot na- 
tore. As tbe whole of this district U unfurnished with 
tprifin, or even ponds of an) duration, thestockarc coin- 

C;Ued to go for water to iLe wells, which are sunk in tlie 
wer parts of the country ; at which time tba hunter*, 
havv opportouities of catching them, and contrivances are 
made for that pur|jose.— This, the master horse seems 
well aware of, for he leads into the enclosure nith the ut- 
liwst caution, and as soon as his own thirst is quenched, 
we is' very eager to get his family out, which he generally 
drives before him ; he admiu of no intruders, and as if 
acquainted ^ith the danger they are exposed to, allows 
not bis family to stray. The breed, is very hardy, but 
somewhat resiive from their wihl nature. 

The^airof thi$<listrict, though not cold, is astonishingly 
dry ; elastic, and so mild willral, that a European sports- 
^it may pursue his game the whole day, without feetiug; 
aacouioioded by the heat; and he will tuid estMfUeut i 

C 2. . ^ 
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Ktfi)lIowit«the GeleiMt orwildgniaea^ftwl, wUcfa-is't* 
be met with heie i» great abundance^ 

The mnUoB nibed here, n eqind, if not snpariwi to &e 
imest dovrn ntullon in E^i^aud. Thti fmits and ve^ta- 
bles of all liinc's are excellrat ; tlic water ni«>lon in patti^ 
cular, ranks' wiih (he first of fruits; its coolaess, cri»i>- 
M»s and flavour, are equalled only by the bean^ of th« 
rind, which is mottled in shades of green, and lias a gktM 
like Ihe polish of moible: an the whole, for beauty of 
prospect, for purity anddryness of as, and a ciimale ex- 
«inpt irom either extreme of heat or cold, Pedi» Ptaia* 
may vie with any spot on the habitable globe. 

Jamaica, is «ne hundred and fifty miles in length, and 
about forty miles in breadth : the lands in coltivatiaii, may 
be distributed neoriy as follows:— lu snftar plantations, 
(including the land reserved in wondsi for the pu^MWC' of 
suj^iying timber and fise wood, or for common pastW 
tage:a)rof which, is two tbinls of each plantation). Tb» 
munbei of acres, may he staled at 696,000. Breeding 
or gntzmg farms, (or as they are usnally c^ed in the 
iilaud, pen^) tlie number is about one thousand; to each 
of which, may be allowed, seven hundred acres, wbicb 
f!ives seven hundred thousand ; and nearly half the quan- 
tity to the lesser ppoducttonG — as cotton, cofiee, pimentis 
and ginger, including even the provision plantations ; the 
whole amounts to 1,740,000 acres, leaving upwards of tw» 
million acres an unimproved unproductive wilderness ; yet, 
neverlhelesa, the mouutsins are in general covered with 
extensive woods ; containing cxcdkat timber, some at 
which, are of prodigious gruvvLh and solid(tj'~-suelt as th« 
ligniim-vilic, flog wood, iron wood, pigeon wood, green 
heart, braziletto, and bully trees, most of which, are s» 
close and heavy, as to sink m water. Some of these are 
rsseiitial m mill work, and would be very valuable in the 
windward islands : fbcy are even so in such parts of Ja- 
nsaoa, as having been loag cultivated, are neatly cleare* 
of eoiitigaous woods ; of softer kinds, for boards asd shin- 
gles, the species are inaiinierj hie. Tliere are many fceaa- 
tlful varieties, adapted f(^ cabinet work ; among others, 
the bread nut, the nikl Imoa, arid the mahogany ; the 
-trees and shrubs that adorn the fece of ihc country, ara 
singular for the ncbaess of thar lints, and the deptk at 
•Heir ihadowii l., ,...., C'Ougk'' 
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Tht palm, tiie cocoa nut; the mountain cabbage, and 
t!ie planlairi, wbcn bleudwl with tlie tamarind, thu urauge, 
and oilier ttet% form a contrast the most plHisiug ; anil 
thf se, interspersed witli tlie waving flumes of tlie Bambua 
can^, Ihe strikius asjiect of the Jerusalem thorii, tliB' 
bushy richness of l!ie Oleander and African rose, the glow- 
ing jwl of the Scarlet cordium, the fragriuit bowers of 
the iessannne and Grenadilla vines, affords a ]iro3{iect that 
enchants while il pleases.. 

There are in this coimtrj, above one hundred rivers, whiehl 
take their rise iu the mountains,, ajid flow with great raj-i-- 
dity to the sea on both siiles of the island ;: none of them, 
are deep enough to be navi^dtod by marine vesseU. D4ack. 
river, in St. Elizabeth's parish,, running chiefly through 3 
level counfry, is the deepest and gentlest, and admits Sab 
bottomed boats and caoocs, for about tli.irty miJes. 

Of the- springs, whicli commonly abound even in the= 
highest mountiiins ; some are merlicinal, and allowed to> 
be of great efticacy iu disorders incidental to the climate;. 
The most remarkable of these, is found in the eastern pa- 
rish of SL Tliomis ; the fame of which has created a vil- 
lage in its neighbourhood, it is called the Bath : the wa-^ 
ter raus out of a rocky qi'iuntatn about one mile distaqf,. 
and is too hot to permit a hand being held underneath.^ 
Ij is sulphnreous, and has been used with great success ih^ 
tlijt terrible malady of the cli'uale— -the titj belly ache.. 
There are other springs both sulphureous and cUatybeate,. 
in dilTerent parts of the country. 

■ lb many parts of JHniaica, there is a greatappeannce; 
tof inetais; a l^ad -mine was ojiened some years njiJ near.- 
the Hope estate, in the p;iri*h of Si. Andrew, aijd:!l \n,i. 
feaidi lliere appeared) no WALit of ore, but the higii price of. 
labour caused the proprietors to abandon their proje^'t—i- 
Among the dismal catalogue of diseases, peculiar to the: 
vliniate— to avoid prolixity, I shall only mention Hie most 
to)[»piciious. Of fevers, there are various kinds, ibe Ireat- 
n lent of 'which, differs according totbeir nature;:bHt in a. 
climate so iuleosely hot, prevention may be considered: 
llie be>«t Cure, and the slij^htest symptom should: be re- 
garded with the most serinns attetitioa: a trithugseratch, 
^eceiries alitibst iinmedtat^ly a riHining sore ;- the best-re- 
kWKJ^&t.wkicbi.is-liimoa.oi' limejuice, or. an appIicsiikiKt 
« i 



!• HISTORY or 

of grey paper, wefted with spirits, oi any kind of SKtutme, 
so as to cause adhesion. The dry belly aclie b a very 
cnmnimi comf laint, and not only causes exeruliatiiig paiti, 
hut is very daogerous. Thousands have fell a victim to 
this disease : another disorder, peculiar to the eliBiaU, h 
that culled the ring worm ; it cunBists of ItHig Marlel, Ir- 
regular marks, chiefly on the under parts of the body, 
which increase ia size from day to day, unless timely pre- 
vented, these marks or spots are surrounded by a hard 
callous border, and are as troublesome from their itching, 
as the prickly heat, or the sting of mnsquitoe ; so very ni- 
teotions is tliis canplaint, that if any person seats himself 
by chance on a cliair immediately after another h-Iio has 
the disorder, lie is almost certain lo become infected ; it, 
is very difitcult to get rid of.— The best cure, is to rub tJio 
(potswith-jcompositiaiiofreiiiiedsd.t petre, ben mmb, flour 
nf brimstone, and white mercury, mixed witli fresh butter 
or hog'slard. Tteprickly'heat, is a distemper which be- 

ETus by the skin takiog a colour like scarlet, occasioned 
y a Buuibcr of small piisples, imd itcliing inconceivably 
under the garters, or any place where the circulaliofi is im- 
peded. With ihB pest, all new comers from Europe are 
tormented. The cure, is to bathe the parts a Hec ted with 
the,)uice-of limes and water; the prickly heat is considered 
fff the inhabitants, indicative of periecl health and soudc) 



I diall next treat of the chigoe, which is a kind of small 
;and fl«i, that sets in between the sliin and the flesh tnitb- 
out its being felt, and usuaity under the mii^ of the toes ; 
where, whife it feeds, it ke^B growing till it becomes the 
flizeof alarge pea; causing do further pain than a trou- 
blesome itching. In the course of time, it app«ars in the 
form of a small bladder; ui which are t^^osited thou- 
sands of eggs or nits, andwbich.if it-bTtiaEs, pfoduce so 
many chigoes, that m time, create mniung uteers, very 
dangerous in their consequence to thesufl'erer.— The wn^ 
meat, therefore, that one perceives a kind of retlness fftr 
tmded with itching about tbe feet, it b neeesssBy lo b^gw 
extrscting the chigoe ; this is done with a sharp poinletf 
~tieedl«, at which i^ration, tbe negro^ls ane wooderfi^ 
clever ; taking great pains to prevent tiie chigoe pt t^td* 
dor from breaking in the wound. Whea the cbjffoe ls«s> 
Incted, some tobacco asbea must be ppt in tD«-«iM«^ 
«liidi efiecb a speedy cure, A .gwtiqaw b#\ Aw<9 



TBBWeST INDlESi 21- 

telim out of one foot, whicli beiiit; all liatcbed under t])« 
luils caustu) the most exquisite |>aui. During the n'uiy sea- 
sons, aiiit iKtTliculiirly on tlie batiks of creeks and rivers,. 
numerous niiist)uitoc^ ux seen; these insects jturticabrly 
bfest str.iii{>;eTs. tbongli none are secured frum iheir at- 
tacks; mliereever tliey tnserl their proboscis, and remaia 
uninterrupted, they suck tlie blood till they are hardly 
able to fly. Every punelure they make, is ^ueceetled by 
a larf^e blotch or tumour, accompanied with au itcliiug, 
which is scarcely eiiduralde. The a[))>roitcb of Hie iniis- 
quitoes, is distinguished by a biuiing noise. The cau<!les 
sie no sooner lit than tliey arc iituck full oflheni, in the 
■ame loaiiuer as moths in EiiKlatiil flit about a candle ; atl 
kintU of food and drink are exjKiEed to their disagreeable 
visits, from which, even the mouth Hnd eyes are nut ex- 
empted. Tlie best cure for tlieir sting, is an application 
of the juice of lemons or limes, mixed with water; whieh 
is also a tolerable preservative a^iast their atfacts. We 
Mill now turn from the gloomy c»oteni|)Iatiou of disease^ 
and solace ourselves with nature's fairest prospects. 

, The sugar cane, as most productive, claims pre-emiV 
ncnce.-^l will, therefore, in as concise a nuuuer as jws- 
siblc, describe a sugar plantation. The building consists 
of an elegant dwelling-house fur tlie planter, out-houses 
for tiie overseer and book-keeper, besides a caipenler'a 
lodge, kitckeus, ^tore-bouses and stables. 

If tbe au^r rnills are worked \rj horses or mules, bat 
in soany )ilaces (as qu the hope estate) these are not neces- 
sary, as &e wheels move by water, stored in canals, du- 
ring the sf»-iitg tide, by means of sluices which, being open=- 
ed at low water, pour out like a delug«, and set tLe pi^ 
chinery in meliou. 

A sugar mill is built at the expence of fow thonsan^ 
aayj sometimes seven thousand pounds; the large water 
Vfbeel inove* perpendicularly, and corresponds witb another 
large wheel in an horizontal direction, and thjs again aelK 
lUpo&lbiee cylinders or rollers, of cast iron, suppqtted nft- 
jJeniei^li.l^tiBtqHig heam; so dofe together, that wbVnt^ 
whole if K| notion, they draw in and siyieeac as thin as paper* 
.wluleHer oomes between thepi. Ln this manner, ^e sugar 
fW^ is liniised to veporate the juice or liquor {from .t)ie 
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riructed ujion the fame principles, onfy, the KoniH or 
mules answer the pur[iose of the horizontal wlieel, by 
liraggiiig round a large lever. If the water mills work 
the fasit>sl and be the cheapest, yet as they must wait for 
tlie tides, they c» II only work part of the day; whereas, 
tiie cattle mills are coiistanily teaily whenever the proprie- 
tor thinks pro)«r to use ihi;iti. Contiguous to the mill' 
fioufe, is a spacious apartment built of biy^k, in which, 
are fixe<l the coppers or large cauldrons, la boil the 
liquid sugar, tliese are usually live in numl>er ; opposite to. 
which, are the coolers— fhese are large flat bottomed-, 
wooden vessels, into which the sugar U put from the caul- 
drons to cool, before it is put into hogsheads, which are 
placed near ihe coolers Ujnm slrong channelled ratters, 
that reretve the nielasses as it drops from the ^iigar, and 
conveys it into a square. cistem placed undeniealh to re> 
etive it, ^he distillery joins iliss aparlraciit, where th» 
dross or scum of Ihe boiling sugur is converted iuio a kind; 



. The s'.igar estates contain from five to six hundred- 
ttcres, the parts for cultivation being separated Jn'o 
squares; where ])ieces of cane about owe foot long are 
stuck in Ihe ground, in au oblique position, in rows straight: 
. and pan^el ; they usually plant them in the rainy season,. 
wlwn Hk earth is well soiUced ag^ rich. The shoots, 
that sprinj; from these joints areltoout twelve or sixteen;, 
they are not long in arriving at maturitj : «hea they be- 
come yellow a[nd of the thickness of a German fiute, from< 
six to ten teet in height, and jointed, forming a very bcaiH 
tiful appearai^ce, with pale green leaves, tike those of^, 
leak, but loiif^er and denticulated ; and which liang; down, 
as the crop becomes ready for cutting., 

Tlie princiual busiiiess-of the slaves during the growth of.' 
the caiics, is pulling upthe weeds, which would otherwise 
impoverish them." Some sngdr estates have above four- 
bundred slaves, the espeiice of purchasing these,, and 
erecting tlie buildings, fretjuently 'amounts to twenty or 
twentj-five tliouband pouu.Ij aierling; exclusive <>; ll«'^ 
Talurofthe s-'rouud. lu its prices* dirouch the mill, it' 
is bruised between the three cylinders or rollers, thfougH. 
whiiii tjiasses twice; once it enters, and once it retuins. 
When it is changed to trash, and its pithy" sobstiilteiint^' 
)iquid> wlucii ircoaducted, as extracted, tUrutghwE^owA^ 
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Ueam, ffam' tlie miU to lb«' boilt6^)iotaw, where it is m^ 
ceired into a. kind of nooden cixtero. So very (Uageroaft 
it the work of those negroes wiio altend the rollen, that 
sliould one (^ tfaeii: fingers lie caught bdween them, wbich. 
frequently h^ipens through inadvertenoe, the whole airak 
is iastaiitly ihatt«reH lo pieces, if not part of. the body ; h 
hatchet is generally kept ready to chop off the limb, be- 
fore the working of tlie mill can be stopped froia the 
above wooden ci:iteni, the liqiuv is let into the fiat cefipen 
cauldron, &\tmng through a grstiog. to keep b^ck the; 
Irasb that may have escaped from the mill : here, having 
boiled' sdmetiine and beta seoMdned, it is put into the 
Kxt cwldroD, and so on^ till the fifth or last; wbCR it ». 
^ni^ht to a [voper thickness or cogsisteocy, so as to b^ 
admitted iuto the coolers; a few pounds of lime and kl- 
hite are thnmrn^ iato the cauldrons to make it gFannlale : 
diut,:it if' boiled gradu^y, stronser and strmigVt u»til 
itaeaches the last catddran ; when it is put in the woodcvr 
«9ot«3, the sugar is well stirved and acatteicd tfanrngl^ 
«ut the vesa^i when ccM, it has a fnueu appeaiasKe, be^ 
iog candied- of a bAnra g laxd cotisistency, aot unlike 
pieces of h^ poti^d wa&ut-tree. From ue coolers it 
IB piituitDthejiof^hefuJB,which, upon aaavera^, will holft 
one thousand weight of sugar; there it settles, and throng 
the crevices aqd small holes made in the bottoms, it iar 
purged of its liquid counts, which are called melasses, 
aud are received, in an under ground cistern: this is the 
last <^)eratiDD, after which, the sugar is tit for exporta- 
tion to Europe, where it is reBiied and cast into loaves.— 
The la^er the grain the better the sugar ; the chaff, refuse* 
and leaves of the caua, ase used for fuel and manure. The 
jomt^ of some of Hie larger canes, measnre from eight to, 
nine mches in- length, and six in circuiu&rence ; their co* 
lour, and \bat of the leaves, is a bright gt«en. The leaves 
are narrow and erect, their juice is Ukewise of a deep gt«Mi, 
ciriour, they are rips enough to grind iu tea mouths. 

Each plantatkia lias an overseer, mid a deputy overseer* 
er, as he is more eommonly called, anegro driver. This 
beinp, as the d<^ amon^ sheep, continually harasses and 
wori-ies the poor slaves : if he observes one of the wretched 
lulFerers momentarily suspending liis work, to wipe off the 
big drops of perspiration, immediately the whip is ap^ 
plied, and its keen smart awakens the unfortunate deviater 
!»« sense of his duty ; uncouipiaiuuig, he resumes thelai- 
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borious task. Weakened, enervated, and mibdded. mental 
anguish is added to the severest corporeal pangs, and the 
poor slave performs thepart allotted bun with tlie lis tlessncss 
of one who yields to despair. These miserable creatures 
commenee uieir u'earisoine task from sun rise to sun set ; 
during wliich, they are not allowed the smalleat intervat of 
rest; and what is still more cruel, should they attempt to 
taste of the sugar produced by the sweat of their hrow, the 
penally is the loss of sereral teeth, which the inhumaa 
overseer fiiits not to knock dowu their throat. 

Tlie plantation or field negroes are entire^ naked, save 
a bit of coarse linen round their loins. Their foixl is 
herse beans parched, pickled herring, or shad, salt ^sh, 
and guinea corn, made into a pudding— very Ghmlar to an 
English pens pudding : some, who are more f»rlunale, 
have occasionally, a small portion of pickled pork;. but 
this is considered a tarlty. However, I am willing to le- 
pres^Rt their treatment in the most favounible liglit; I aip 
•orry to say, the negroes are fer moreijruelly used by the 
European settlers, than the West Indians— who feel a 
kind of ]iarTiality toward ttiese children of misfortune.— 
Feriiaps, from the circumstance, that most of them are 
suckled by the negro women, who bestows and receive* . 
the affection due to a parent. 

■ Thewareith oftlie climate prevents the West India la- 
dies from fuitillmg those soft maternal duties, so peculiaily 
endearing, and the care of their oftspring iii consigned to 
the negro or muUtto women. When I s|)eak of the treat- 
ment of the natives toward the negroe^s, being more ha* 
mane than that of the £urop«ans, I nould wish to be 
rightly imderstood, nor im{>ute to humanity wh^,t, perhaps, 

Ikeluflss to self-imeresl. As the English farmer prizes 

his stoek, so does the West India planter his negroes, who 
ate fur more valaable. Historians, when writiug of tlie' 
slaves, have classed them under one general head, when in 
iact, there b as much distinction among them, as in Eng- 
hind, bdtiveen the day kbourer and the more prosperonst 
nieohanic. 1 will now tdiihfuliy describe tlieir treatment; 
&am tliQ moment they quit the Guinea ships, and while I 
fecord their suflerings, lU usage, comforts^ ur privileges, 
J bope and trust, truth "will be my only guiiie. 

Thenegroesare conpused.of different AJntaanatiouo-' 
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Tlie Abo, Gonib, Blitnf , CorOmaDtin, Cadjo, Ganvo; K&< 
nare, ZokO) Riemba, Loangon. Na^o, Pa)ia, Pombo, and 
. Wanway. Tiiese unfortunate people, are in the first instance, 
conducted by two sailors (one talking before and the other ' 
behind, with a Banibiio rattiin, to enforce nbediencc) to 
the factoriea, erected by ditlerent nudons upon the coast ; 
where they are sold (or more properly speaking, eichang- 
ed) to the Europeans, for bars of iron, fire arms, carpen- 
ters' tools, or other articles : such as — chests, linens, hab:, 
knives, tobacco and spirit*. Thej are next embarked for 
exportation, without the last sact consolation, of bidding 
adieu to all they hold dear in life ; their wives, their chil- 
dren, and tlieir par^ats ! 

Stupified with grief, fhe agonized li^ro mentally bears 
bis wrongs, and, fur this lame snbmis^ion lo a power he 
cauDot resist, he is called an insensible being, ufone wor- 
thy of his fate. But diis b not the case, ratherlet us ac- 
cept it as the excuse of those, who bartering every senti- 
ment for sordid lucre, wish to palliate their cruel conduct. 
Sometimes above three or four hundred wretched victims, 
are sto»ed together in a dark loathsome hold ; tlie heads 

. of both sexes are shaved, to give tbem a youthfid appear-^ 
aiice on tlwir arrrivai. Tlie men, are kept in cliaius, to 
prevent tiicir revolting; and 'fed, during the pussagei r^ 
horie bcuiis parched, with a litlle salt to render tlum pa- 
latable. A srauly supply of brackish water, is Iheir outy 
beverage; to utt ihisitnguish is added tlie most tortu'ing 
subtense, for as llie sexes are separated, should thuir 
wives or relaiivcs be in the same ship, the plca.'iiig k|ii)^^ 

ledge is wittdield fiom tlieui. Such is the spirit qf 

cruelty, that cxiits in the bosom of some plaulers — that I 
have kn^iMii tlteni^ after purchauRg two negroes, wl^o 
proved tu be liu<bund and wife, send ttiemtodimrrei.tptan- 
tatioiia; wliat iniist be the feelings of ihfse poor creatures 

■ when relieved from suspense ? tliey pi'uvi! certainty still 
wore imnpportable : in vain, they send forth the lengtb- 

, ened sigh, or cast a lingering look n." fond regret, at the 
beloved objects of early attachment. 

No sooner is a Guinea ship arrived, tlian all (he slaves 
are led npon deck, where they are refreshed with pure air, 
oranges, bananas, and plantains: they are properly washed, 
and their hair shaved in different fanciful fi<:ur^, of stars . 

' bftif-mooDS; This they generally do one to the otberf 
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"(baTiag no razors) b^ the aid of a brokeu bottle, aid «Sth~ 
' -out soap. After (Lis operatmn, one part of tfaem is sent 
•ashore for sale, decaratM with pieces ol'iM>tton, ann-baDdB, 
beads, nad other oniaaienis, being »lt the <:aptaiD's pTx>- 
perty ; while the others spend the day in dancing, halloo- 
■JBg, and clapping hantU on board the veuej, almost for- 
getful of their companioas, who walk along the water 
-side and throDgh the sti«ets, where every plaiter selects 
«ut the number of wliich he stands in need, to^ supply the 
ptece of those lost by death «r drsertien. Me iunnedi- 
-ately beg^ to bargain with the captain.— 

Good negroes are generally valued at from fifty to one 
bundred guineas each ; amongst the%, ahuulii a woman 
'happen to oe pregnant, her price is encreased ; a negro in- 
fant being estimated wortli ten pounds at the moment of 
'its birth. The next step, before llie conclusion of Ihe bar- 
gain, is to cause the negroes fur sete, to jnount a hogs- 
-head or table, where tbey are examined by a surgon, wlio 
'Obliges them to make a variety of gesluce* with their arms 
• and legs, to prove their soundness. Satisfied iif tlii^, the 
'Oioney is immediately paid down : a^ soon as tlie ptirchase 
' is made, a new name is given to Ihc sbve, end he or she, 
''is eonsigned tn an older one of the fame sex, who conveys 
"the negro to the estate— where he is patprily kept clean 
by Ills guardian, instruflUd, and well red, without work- 
ing, for si\ weeks ; during which period, from living ske- 
Jelons they become plump and la^ with a beautiful clean 
skin. If the newly bought negro is intended tu fill a do- 
mestic office, he feres tolerably, is well provided (or, «»d 
experiences no want ; when sick, a doctor coostaatiy at- 
tetids him— b«t from what motive, I shall not pretead to 
say. 

Hie females, ar* treated with particular tenderness da- 
ring their pregnancy, and carefully proviitcd with a glaa- 

■ ny. The gruutres. so called, are feniales, who actas mid- 
wives lo the West India ladies, as welt as tlie negresses, 
men beicg seldom employed, except in cases of uuBdnent 
dangiT ; though, lliey are kept in the house ready to olicy 

■' the first summons.— But, of the plantation or ficW nrgtoes, ■ 
I cannot speak so favourablv ; they are really a tw;e of 
miserable wretches, naked, "half-slarved, and ill used^— 
Some of the women, have a siiiolt waistcoat aiid pftttleout 

> miKle of don lass ; otliers, only a piece of iiuen:G(Wtd1heii 



loins. Exposed to the scorching rays ofit mendian suo, 
they are coinp«!tei] to work without iotermissioq ; no re-, 
fresbios; draught allays their tormenting thirst— -even a 
drop of ram water is denied them by the deputy overseer, 
or jumper, as be ia called by the negroes. This person, 
who is alwajrs a white man, visits the. plantation usually 
twice a week; to him all complaints are referred, swd 
should any of these unhappy beings, impelled by huneer, 
steal a morsel, you would sot deny a favourite do", they 
vre unmercifully flogged: uay; for the most trivial offence, 
they receive tno or three-hundred lashes ; notwith stand- 
ing this severity, they are faithful apd strongly attached 
to their master, having his interest at heart. I have seen 
the back of a negro, dreadfully lacerated, merely for pil- 
fering a glass of rum ; while another, has been put to the 
e^icrutiuting torture inflicted by the thumbscrew, for steal- 
ing a yam, r-The piercing shrieks of this poor iireature, 

A boy not quite fourteen, penetrated my very soul, and 
unable to behold the wfenial punishment, 1 hurried away 
as soot) as the instrument was placed on his thumbs: (it is 
inadc of steel, miich resembling a vice in form ; the screws 
are tightened by di^rees, and so excessive is the pain, that 
the hapless sufferers, to obtain momentary relief, fre- 
quently confess ciiines ofntiich they are innocent. This 
torture is chiefly resorted" to for the purpose of e.itorling 
confession, aud sometimes tears off tlie uiiils^ and burst the 
thumbs themselves. Is it poiihl*, thmi^ht I, that tlie 
heart of man can be thus harduueil — thus inaccessible to 
the voice of distress — uiirt to those very being?, fium whose 
labour, hb liches, and consequently his ill indulged power, 
springs. 

While indulging sad reflection, my feelings were pnw* 
erfully awakened »y a negro, whose interesting aapearance 
attracted my notice ; his shining ebony skiii, his regular 
white teeth, his softened features^ but above all, his dcT 
jectedJooks recommended him to my favonr. As he ap- ' 
proached, I observed he held Ids neck quite erect; this 
was oceasioned by Hie confiiieiaentofa triangl«t,.which, lie 
informed me, as the tears coursed dowu his cheelis, hud 
prevented him from sleeping with comfort, for 3 months. 
The triangle, or pot hook, is made of iron, having three 
ion^ barbed spikes like small^applings, pr^)<c ling from 
an in»n collar. This mode of puiiislinient is frequently in- 
ij€t£a -on nui^way segrocs. ; Of this clii93 w«o ttie poor 
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«uff«rer. But indeed, it n iiuposaible lb emimerate nM the 
evStrinea of tUese children of mUfortuae ; tliey are Turlouf 
m the dispogitioD or the minds of their o>niers. 

f To die painful feelings that must result frotn anch scenes 
of cruelty, may I'ltever more witiiess ; let the sopbbtry 
of the slave dealer varoish it aa he plekies : to theoi 
V'ill I resign the subject, ^hile I present tbe reader with 
the man^ natural productions of thb, aod tbe neigh- 
bouring islands; and ascott<ui is now the principal wear 
of the Europeats, I will begu with a description of the 
tree that produces it. . 

-The cotton tree h nearly six or eight feet high, and 
bears before it 'a a year old. It produces two crops an- 
nually, each of iibout twenty ounces h] weight; the leaves 
arc siniilSr to those of the vine — of a bright green, and the . 
fibres of a cinnamon colour. The cottou balls, g«me ot 
which are about the size of a small hen's egg, and divided 
in three parls, grow on a long stalk iii a triangular pod, 
which is first produced by a yellow flower; and when ripe, 
opens of itself, disclosing tbe globular contents, as wliite'as 
flalies of snow; in the middle of these, are small black se^ds, 
formed not unlike those that are found in grapes. 

The cotton will flourish in any of the tropical soils, and 
yields a good profit, if the crops are not spoiled by a too 
long rainy season, behig cultivated' with but ^mall trouble 
juid ex|Kiice ; all, indeed, that is requiredj is to plant 
the seeds at a liille dislance from each other. Each seed 
produces the first year itis put into tbe ground; tire sepa- 
ration of the seeds fium the pu)[>, is the work of obc roan 
only, by the help of a machine made for the purpose.— 
Al^er which, the cotton has uni'ergone all ^le necessary 
process, and is put into bates of between three and four- 
hundred weight each, for ejtporlalion.' 

The bales ought to be well moistened at the linte of 
stowing it, to prevent the cotton sticUiup to theiJauvass: 
the average prices have been from ten to twenty-two pencS 
per pouud. The raw material, is spun in the West Indies; 
by a rock and spindle, and exceeding fine ; it is knit into 
stockings by the Dtgro girls. 

' Tbe cocoa^ut tree grows in a taU jointed trunk, satttti' 
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tunes Irsin mtj tp a^ve ci^ty Aet bigb, and is tkkk is 

proptirliQn: but wl4otp perpeadicuUrly straight. The 
bark ij of agr^. colour, tbe wood i» bard without, bat 
piihy witliio, like tUe dtUr in England ; its braacbes are 
(Itviaed witii pin94ted Iraves ott h^tii sides. The cocoa^ 
tree b^an a cabbage at it« Mirniuit,'',but is too valuable to be 
cut dQwn for the wke of it : the tree produres nuts when 
si^ or eight years old. after which penod, it is never seen 
wilhaut thepj^ ; they grow generally seven or eight on one 
stalk, which diverges from the heart of the tree ; they are 
as large as a man's head, but more conical. The nut when 
stri]i{K4 of Its k\n)t, is oncotninoniy favfd; and requires a 
hanwKf to bre»K, it or Jo be sawelJ .through the middle, 
^prpcifre tbe aourisbmenl it afofds; when young, this- 
ciiifi^ts o/ a wbite liaiu4; which cap be c^sppared lo no- 
tbii^ better tbw fj^lk and water, mixed vith sngar ; tiu» 
egol 311(1 db^Hast beverage, i« ctmsidered e^celleut by tbe. 
^tiyes : inft, at & riper perjod, instead of the liquid, % 
cri^k^ruel axlj^cref ctose to the inside of the sbell, tor 
•bo^t bajf M iqcb tbick, while it rem^ perfectly hol- 
low witbip ; this kernel b^ a/i exquisite 4ayot)r, and tastea 
like the %i|id- The shells are used by the negioes for 
scoutjnig^ bei^ ti^vsiderea « subftilute for a brush ; silfc 
ft^is js ).iVewiw ufi^d for that apd similar paiposes-^ucb 
fs saacEj)^s,,and indeed, pjl kinds of culinary utensils. 

' Th« j^Emf nourishes in a rich soil, it groivs sometimes to 
the weigbt of pat of twi) score pound! ; an acre will pro- 
duce a ^«?t quanti^^ : its taste is veiy excellent, either 
boiled or roasted, aqd remarkably wboiesoijie. The insider ■ 
IS of a whitish colour, without, it i| of ^ rfeep purple, ai>- 
proacbing towa'ds black; its'>bape is quile wtegulai : '. 
Jhe yams are cultivated by cutting tBIm iii'bits-like pota- 
toes — they are planted soine feet distant from each other, 
■ »nd in about six or eight months arrive at matAri^ : they 
are fit for use when the leaves begin to lose their verdure, 
till then, they are of a deep green colour, and creep along 
^le ground like ivy with Ugnepus shoots. The y^m is 
amptiest the prindpaj fgod of the slaves throughout the 
West Indies, and is alone suflictent to supply tjie.wa^tof ^ 
bread, being capable of preservation for almost a year. 

, Maize,, or Indian com, grow» on high perpe«di^Iar 
Stalks, with long pale greeuleaves ; the grain is of a sbiu- 
% ^pssy jdjpw wlour, as iwg« 99 mtnpyr paai, and; 



etosely set togerter, with round ea*s, that are the size of 
the largest European carrot. This grakt is used for poul- 
try aad cattle, of every species, and is likewise ground 
into meal— ef whicb, the Creoles make eXcelleut puddiDss 
and cakes ; with this, they sometimes eat the young pods 
of the ocro, or allbea plant, which grows upon a very 
imall sbnib, with oblong leaves ; and which, wlien boiled 
are of a slimy texture; which ropy or glutinous quality , 
mskeH a rich sauce, when properly seasoned with Cayenne 
pfpper. 

The plaatain is rather a plant, than a tree, as the trunk 
has neither wood nor bark, but consists of a stamen en- 
wrapped by green vascular husks, succeeding each other 
in the manner of an onion, and above ten mches in dia- 
meter, Ihese hubks rise alternately, about fourteen feet 
distance from the ground, and form not in branches, but 
io leases, that spread like an umbrella— about twelve or 
fourteen in number, so as to cover the tallest person.-^ 
They are of a shifting sea-green, till they fade and hang 
down in tatters, as their places are supplied by the young 
it>ne». From the centre *rfdl this, thePe grows a strong stalk 
about three feet long, aid bending downwards, by thtf 
weight of a purple spatha, something like a calf's heart; 
on this Htalk, grows the frtiit called plantains^ in shape of 
cucumbers, and above a hundred id number, which i» 
(called a bunch. Each tree or plant, bears but one of 
these bunches at a time ; wheu it is cut down, it is speedily 
Supplied by the young shoots which spring from its bul- 
bous ro< t ; ami which, in the space of ten months time, 
are ready to undergo the same operation : it requires a 
rich nouHshing s<h1 to make it prosper, without which, it 
never arrives at maturity. This fruit being divested of its 
tegunienl wlieu gieen, has in the inside a pale yellow sub- 
stance, and supplies the want of bresid ; when, eittier bbil«d 
or roastc'l, it has an agreeiible taste and is very whole* 
some. When the b he II becomes yellow, the inside b soft, 
and then it may be eaten raw, having much tl:e taste of a 
full ripe pear; but, wheu an ived attliat state ofmaturityi 
it is only used by way of desert. - ■ 

. Children, throughout all the West Todies, usually sleep 
upOD beds, composed of the leaves of this tree, aiiy other 
kind being considered loo warm and oppressive ;■ whereas^ 
Ifee planlaiu leaves are highly esteemed for their coolness, ' 
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Anotlior species resembling fhi» fruit, is the banana,, 
which only differs from the plantain, inlts fruit bemp less,, 
and more oval. This species, is never eaten till it »s yel- 
low and quite ripe ; the former is most usefiil in point of 
food, but this last, vrhich has the flavour of musk, is e»- 
tecDied by fsr the most delicate. 

The cassava, or manioc, is a shn* which grows about 
Hiree tiiet high, of a grey colour, and knotted: the leaves- 
are- pigitated and large, supported by crnnamon-cotoured' 

■ foot stalks. Ofthisslimb, there are two species,, distin- 
guished by the appellation of the sweet and the hitler cas- 

■Mva: of which, the roots alone are lit for nse; these arei 
soft and farinaceous, and in colour, size, and shape, greatly 
resemble European parsnips. The sweet cassava, roasted! 
n hot ashes like the green plantauis, and eaten with butler,, 
is an agreeable healthy food, tasting much like tlie ehes- 
But; but, the bitter cassava,, which,, when raw, is the- 

. most fatal poison both to man and beast — b, when prepared, 
by fire, notonly a safe food, but theniost natural bread of 

-tiie natives. The method of preparing it, is first by grind- 
ing, or pirating the roots in the matta or rough stone, after- 
whicJi, they put it in a press to separate the juice froaii 
the meal: this press is a kind nf long tube, madeof reeds,. 

'wbieh being hung up,, the juice runs through. 

The Bvogatn pear, grows on a tree-above forty feel high,, 
•nd not nntike a naloul-tnee;' the fruit, which is about tltC' 

■ size and colour of a large pear, a pale green; the inside is, 
yellow, and the kernel is enclosed ia a soft rind, like tt, 
chesuut : the pulp is so nourisliing and wlwlesonie, that it 
is called the vegetable marrow, and is frequently eatem 
with. pepper and salt;, in ftavOur it exceUs the fiu^st p«ach.. 

Tfte tamarind tree, which produces d^Tltimu fruit, is^ 
about the size ofthe apple-tree, very straight, and coveredi 
vltb a. brownish coloured batfc; the twigs are siehder,, 
arched end.knotty, producing leaves,, and a pod, wben in. 

'^>erfeet5on : the pul^.is browit, iyhich, preserved,, is afA»- 
iigbtful reliesbmefit, and rBssolved with, water, make.; ai 

\£eol^ and agreeable driiA, .highly esteemed iu all disdasea, 

'g^miilarlyinf^crs,. 

The sllatfiliticlc, is fi Irnitofflie aran^ specfes,. itisiB^ 
^iB»4aTge.as.ttKbea(l.of«.c)Iildo£eigbt-o^ tea, yeaFfe«kti 
D 3, 



the skin is estremely thick, of a bitterish taste, and a pale 
yeiiuw or citron-colour. There are two species of sliad- 
rtock, of which, the pulp of tlie one is ivhite, and tliat of 
tlie other a lovely pale red— which may be ealcu safely in 
great quantities. 
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The marcusa, is a fruit of an oval form, of aii orange or 
golden colour, ihe blossom reienibling the passion ^otver ; 
y are commonly larger, but seldom less than a hen's egg, 
i are hroken-ftpen as one would break an egg. Tliey 
.iiietlien found to inclose au a.sli-coloured succuleot jetjv, 
full of small seeds; this ts sippe'l out of the jhell, being 
sweet mixed with acid, of a delicious flavour, and so cool 
that it is like ice marmalade. 

The cinnamon- tree, grows to the height of twenty or 
thirty feet; it puts out numberless side branches, with a 

dense foilage from the very bottom of the trunk, which 
furnishes an ogi^Ttuiiity of obtaining plenty oif layers, and 

' which farilitates the pro|Higatioa of the tree— as it does not 

. perfect its seed in any quantity under six or seven yenrs^ 
, - when it becomes so abundantly loaded, that a single tree 

: is almost sufGcient for a colony. When planted for layers, 
it is of a quick growth, reacbiag ia eight years, the height 
of fifteen or twenty feet. It is very spreading, and fuf- 
eishedwith numberless branches of a fit size for decora- 
Xion ; the seeds are longin coming up. The small branches 
of about an inch iu diameter, produce the best cinna- 
mon, which is itself the limber or inner bark of the tree— 
and it requires some dexterity to separate tlie outer barks, 
which would vitiate the fiavour. 

Tlie papaw and palmelo trees, are undaubtedly the 
— ...^Bioat graceful of any. Tl>e palmeto royal, or mountain 
"TtSBBB^er-AO-ttefleftdBated, because the upper part of the 
Inmk is sometimes eaten and allowed to resemble the Eu- 
ropean cabbage in taste ; some of theio in Jamaica, ar^e up- 
wards of one hundred feet in height. The upper part of 
the trunk, from whence the foilage arises, resembles a 
welt-turned, highly polished pillar, of a lively green co- 
lour, gently swelling from its base, and lessening gradually 
to the top, where it opens iuto branches, waving likepluraes 
of oitrich feathers : from the centre of the summit, rises 
the spatha or sbeatb, terminatii^ in an acute point:tbe 
tfuidi itself is not leu graceful, lKiDgaBthiigbt,'Siaq«tl^« 
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sltglitly aDDol^cd column, large at ll)e base, And tapering 
from theme to the iftsertkin of tlit: ^iUat or cabbage. 

The trunk of tUe cedar and mahogany tree, measures 
from eighty to nioety feet from tbe base to the Uuibs. 



The ceihn or wild cottoR-treo, simply rendered c 
Jia.s been known t» produce a buat, capable of eontai&ins 
dbe Imncired jHirsons. 

The several species of grain cultivated in this island, are 
maize, or Indian corn, which usually produces tno cn^ 
in the year, and soisetinies three. It may be planted at 
aiiy time, when there is rain, accwding to ihe soil ; it yields 

from fi^ecn to forty biuhels the aere, Guinea coni, 

produces but one crop in the year; it is planted in the 
month of September, and ga.lhered in January tbllowiiig, 
yielding from thirty to sisty busheb an acre;— but, rice 
groiys in no great quantity. 

The island abounds with different kinds of grass, both 
native and ioreigo, of excellent quality. Of tlie tirst, it 
made very good hay, but not in great abuudani«; tliK 
method of husbunttry being used only in a few parts of Ihe 
counlry, and it is the less necesssar.v, as the iniiabitants 
are accommodated with two dilfete>jt kiuds of artificial 
grass, both highly valuable, and producing abundant food 
for cattlel The first is an aquatic plant, called Scot's 
grass, which grows spontaneously Jn must of the swamps 
and morasses, of the Weal Indies, It rises to five or six 

.feetl)igh, will* long succideut joints, and isof very cjuick 
vegetation. From a single acre of this plant, five horses 
may be maintained a whole year ; allowing fifly-sL\ pounds. 

. of gjmsi a-day to each. The otber kiud, called guinea- 

. grasa, may be considered as next to the sugar cane, io 
poiot of iii]|>ortance; as most of Ihe grazing and breediog 

.fan}i;;Or pens in the island, were originally created, a^ 
are still supported principally by means of this invaluiOite 
, herbage: hence, the plenty of horned cattle, both for the 
butcher^id the planter, la st»ch— that few markets in £u. 
rope fiiniish beef at a cheajfer rate, or of a finer qualilj, 

. than those of Jamaica. 

Mutton, is also bodi ckeap and good ; the sheep of 'thi» 
^^(sfe^tijijve from a bleed, onginally African. Tbey hare 
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siHirr bair instnd n{ wnol, and in gueral are party-co- 
loured, chJeflji black iutil wtute ; they are small, but very 
Kweet meat. 

The swine ot the West Indies, are considerably smaller 
tlian Ihoiie of Europe, and hav« short pointed ears ; tJieir 
flesh is much winter and sweeter than tlie pork of Great 
Britain: tliat of llie wild sort, of wliicli there are vast 
quantities in ifae woods, id still betterv 

The several kinds of Kile hen-garden produce — such as- 
•dible roots and pulse, whicti are known in Europe, thrive 

also in tlie mountains of this island The markets of 

Kingston and Spanish Town, are supplied with cabbages^ 
ktluee, carrots, turnips, parsnips, artichokes, kidney- 
beans, green {teas, asparagus. au<t various sorts of Euro* 
.feaai bi-rbs. The three first, are superior in Savour, to the 
sauie kinds produced in Englaod. Several of the native 
growths, parlicuUrly the chocfaq, oclira, Lima beau, and. 
Indian rale, are more affreeable than any of tiie esculent 
vegetables of Europe: the otiier indigenous productions of 
this class, are plantains, baunanas, yams of several sorts, 
esdalue, (a nwcies of Spionnge) eddoes, cassavi, and sweet 
potatoes. Fnr bread, an unripe roasted plantain is an es- 
eeeding good substitiite, and universally preferred to k by. 
ifae negroes and most of the native wliiles. 

Of the more elegant fruits, the variety is eqmdied only- 
. by tbeir excellence : the annana, or pine- apple, tamarind,, 
papaw, gunva, sneet sop of two species, cashew-apple^ 
.Gustard-Hppla,, a species of chirimoya, cocoa:JMit, star- 
apple, greitadilla, avocado- pear, hog-plum audits varie- 
.ttts; pmdal-uut, uegro-nut, Newberry mammee, SpanislL 
■ gooaAeny, sapota^ prickly pew, Seville and China' 
.erangcB, lemon, lime, shaddock and its nunmous spc- 
«ies,' vine, melon, fig and pomegranate, peaches and'. 
.MrswbeFries: ibe rose-appte aJwl genip-maogoes, are kIt- 
BMHt as eommon <u cmuiges. 

The P^tts or Savannas, »e-regulufy sown twi^ ia the 
.few with tnaiie, -or.m it i^ call<d in Eun^, Tuxkiy- 
wheat; it ytekis a good profit and decs not reqiHie-li— 
korioui cultivaliopL,. 

fcLjbcLWe*ti4Mlw8,.«fae vi^Dti«iewho)l;d«attti>le«f 



poison ; there are numerous anakes and lisard^^they bare 
HO aDi)nBl.of prey to devastate their fields— the crocodile, 
or alligator, is sometitoies seen on the banks df their ri- 
vers, but here it is a cautious and timid creature, avoidiog 
the approach orman;— the rest of the lizatd kind are per- 
fectly uiofieusive, some of them are even fondofhumaa 
society : tliey adorn the walks by tiieir beaaty, and claim 
nttentjon by gentleness and frolic. The Flaming ii air 
elegant and stately bird, nearly as large as the swan, and 
arrayed in plumage of the brightest scarlet. The parrot 
and its various affinities, from the maccaw to the parro^ 
qvet, some of tlicm not larger than a sparrow, are as 
numerous in the We^t Indies, as the rook is in England. 
The boast of tlie groves, is the colibry, ur hummingbird, 
the brilliance of whose plumage rivals all description; tbA 
green of Ibe emerald, tlie rich purple of the amethyst, antt 
the vivid flame of the mby, all beautifully blended, anj 
envelloped beneath a transparent veil of waving gold, are 
distin^ishable in every species, but differently disposed 
and divided in each : nor b the diminutivsness of its form, 
less the object of admiratian, than the brightness of its 
plnmage ; the largest species not exceeding the size of 
a beetle, and appearing the link which connects the bird 
and insect creation.— The note of tlie mock bird b de-i 
servedly celebrated ; wliile the bam of myriads of busy 
insects, and tbe soothing sielody of the innumerable va- 
riety of doves, abounding in these climates, form a concert 
the most meloditius. 

Marine shells are found in great plenty on the moun- 
tains, in the interior {larls of Jamaica— and, on one moun- 
tain, petrified oysters have been dug up, resembling thtf 
large oysters of the western coast of England. There 
are on the mangrove trees, that line the banks of rivers, 
oysters stuck full in the branches, like fruit, from the wa- 
ter's edge, up to high water mark ; these oysters, attach-'. 
iiig themselves to trees as others do to rock's, at some di»i 
lance, look like mushrooms, but are indeecj very trifling 
imd suiail, for a hundred are hardly comparable to one do- 
zen ihitt come from Colchester : their taste is insipid. 

i Tiiere is a curious animal called the agouti, whicb con- 
stitutes an intermediate species, between the rabbit and the 
rat: it h frerjuenlly discovered in the mountains of Jamais 
ca. There IS anotlier uiiimal called the pccary, which: dt& 



ten oply fioB tite Europtan bog, in the ^ngaUr^ but well 
bnowtf <.-irciiuastanc« of thdr biving a musky ^ucbarge, 
fipm BB (^puig or cjand ou Ibe back, erro^oiuly conai- 
dwed t9 bf t^e A^val— aod io tbe calvur of Uwir bristles ; 
tlie pec«ry being highly ornajnented. The bristles are of 
Mle blue, tipt with whitp. The courage of this animal is 
ax superior to the bog of Eurtye, aiuj wheo bunted by 
dogs, will frequeutlj turn and compel it» enemy to retreut. 

The^arfiadillo, is covered witb a joint shell or. scaly 
snsour, and h>« tbe faculty of rolling itself up like tlie 
bfidge-hog. It is very wholesome aod delicate food. 

Tke(^W£tuini is distinguj^ble fr<^ aUo^ier anin^s. 
(expert tibe fetntUe Kangaroo, of New Hcdiand) by n woa- 
ierfal- pnyterfiy iwdAr tee b«lly of the ftsiale : then » a 
poucli wbereiD she receive^ ind sbel^r* hor youMg, 

Tbe raoean w vpry goo^ eating, its abode is prioc^ially 
hi hojlow t*w«. fiom wtuewe it giitke^ B paUi to Mie cftw 
Bf^d|, wjvw it fhiefiy Si^aisjB. 

The misk iM buirowp Sd the egrth, and siaeUs so 
■Irongfv of 9iHsfc, titat its covert is booo diseoveied ^ 
Thopgfc, four times as Iwgc, K greatly temmUte the cwa- 
non ntti-r^f £urofM. 

Iliecock roach, is an Insect oftbebe<!^{[ii>d, farwois 
destructive than the rat, from its faculty' o^ iusinuittin^ 
il«tlf thj»Mgb tlie smallest cTcvire: it is. ode inch, and 
soinelhues two inches long, oval, flat, and of a dark ted- 
dish colour: by getting throu)^ the lock^ of chests or 
boKes, it;iot only deposits its eggs there, 'biit commits de- 
p-edaliooB on lineu, cJoth, silk, or aa<i> thing that comes ii> 
Us way, , By getting also into the victuals aikl drink, ()f 
every kiijd, it renders them entremely disagreeable—for 
it leaves the most disgusting smell, worse than that of a 
bug. Tiiey are seldom seen to fly, but creep very fast.— 
The most efiectuat way to ke^ liie boxes free fijita them, 
is to place them on four eiupty wine bottles, cleaned front 
dust ; which by their eveosess, prevents the insects ascend- 
ing, to get through ijii key holes, or even th« snialleat 
openings at the bottom. 

■ Tb^iv is 3 species of dog, called an alco, this anipial j» 
ngt gifted wttH the -power of baiiiingi but howb with. 
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ttie most drendfal noise, amt so lottd is its tiy', Ihtt >t pay 
be beard at a great distance. "Hie atco is uncommonly 
expert in finding game, having an excellent Kent. Its 
nose is like that of the fox, which it lesembles in coknirt 
tliotigb some are of a dirty white: they are slender and 
small, with short hair, a sharp muzzle, and erect ears. 
It is a matter of the greatest astonishment,' that, notnitli- 
standing the excessive heat of the climate, the dogs are 
iiever seized witli (he hydrophobia, not even those brought 
from England: nhy that terrible distemper, xrhrch in olner 
countries is iraputed to tlie heat, sbail not rage in the 
West Indies, I can in no nise account ; perhaps, being ac* 
mstoincd to an unvaried climate, may deaden that irrita- 
bility, or Snapishness, which frequently occasions mad* 



The woods abound with two very extraordinary enimalsl 
both of which, are not only good to eat, but reckoned a 
■ delicacy : these are guana and the mniititoin crab. Th^ 
guana is a species of lizard, commonly about three feet 
loHg, and praportioiiiibly butky; it lives mostly among 
-fruit trees, and is perlectly inoffensive: it is deemed in 
flavour and wholesonietiess equal to the finest green turtle'. 
Tile mountain crabs live in a kiiiil of regalar society, iri 
their retreats iu the mountains, and inellioriicallv march 
once a year to the sea-side, in a bodw' of some niiftions, as 
they multiply in great numbers. 'I^ey chuse Ihe mraith 
of AjSrji or ^ly, to begin their expedition ; the niglit Jl 
their chief lift of |>roceeding: when they are frightened, 
they march baAii a confuted manner, liDldiui; up their 
nippers, diis «^gK for their liefciue: for witii them, they 
sr)metiroe9,teaig|^'a piece of skin, and leave the weapon 
where they ififlrct the wound. When, after a wearisome 
march, and escaping a. thousand dangers, for they are 
soiuetimes three months in getting to the shore, tbey have 
reached their, destined port, they prepare to, cast their 
spawn. For this purpose, the cral) has no sooui^: reached, 
tiie shore, than it eagerly goes to the edge of the wateii 
and ieis the waves wash over its b<)dy twi) or three tiaiesi 
to wash off the spawn. The eggs are hatched uader the 
sand, and soon after, myriads at a time of new bom tmhi 
are seen quilting the shore, and slowly travelling up to the 
moufttaius : ihe old craba havmg disburthened themselves, 
generally ragam thei^ habitations in tbe mountauis, by the 
latter end of JtiQe. , ,;; .^X'OO-jIc ' 



• In AvigtHt, tbey begin to fatten and prepare fi>r moiUt* 
«ag, filling uptheirburrows with diygrass, leaves and other 
materials: when the proper period arrives, each retires to 
his hole, shuts up the pas»aa^ and continues quileiaactive 
until he gets rid of his old ^lell, and is fully provided with 
a uew one. The shell is iirst observed tp burst at the 
back and sides, to give a passage to Ibe body ; the animal 
then extracts its limbs from all the other parts, gradually 
afterwards. At .this time, the flesh is iu ihe highest per- 
fection, and covered only with a tender membraneous ekiu, 
variegated with a multiplicity of reddish veias; but this 
hardens by degrees, and quickly becomes a pei^l shell, 
like the former. Many people, in order to eat of this rarp 
animal in the richest state, cause them to be dug out of 
the earth in their inoulting condttioii— but they are usually 
taken from the time theytegin to move of Ihemselvesj till 
they reach the sea. 

The most delicious bird in tlieWest Indies, is, the orta- 
lan, or October bird ; yet, it is singular, they are consi- 
dered bints of passage. They arrive in great numbers, in 
' the racmth of October, in Jamaica, to feul on the &e«ds of 
the Guinea grass : they are about the size of a lark, and 
coloured notuullkeit. 

The island produces a most re'inarkiible H-h, with which, 
ithe people of Jamaica go a fishing ; it is called the reiiiora, 
or suckiug ii^li, wliicli they use, as falconers employ 
hawks: lliis fish, which is not above twenty inches long, ia 
^ept for the purpose, and regularly fed. The moment 
the creature sees a fish in the water, thou>;h at a vast dis- 
tance, it starls away with Ihe swifiness of an arrow, and 
soon fastens upon it; by liiis nielhod, turtles have beeu 
caught of a bulk and weight, which no single inan could 
support. 

When the remora fastens on its enemy, it begins to suck 
afler the manner of the leech ; no attempts of the fish can 
idislodge this troublesome intruder. Wearied and exhaust- 
ed with fruitless efforts to obta n liberty, the hampered 
fish sinks into a state of torpidity, and t>y the time the 
fishers arrive, become an easy prey.' The remora iiaili 
coloured, the body rather round, but gradually taperiiigi 
towards the tail— the fins are placed as iho^e ot the sttaik^ 
the under skin projegtmg very similar— its sucker^ foB 
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-wbiehitivdirtb^ihed. is an ordcrutlf pbt^ bejroad 
its he«], with cross ban, like tbe pabtc of a ibeap ; the 
sucker has such wonderfid Bttraclion, tkul the most vio- 
leiil wares cannot beat it oS. 

. Tbeir cowtdraace for catchJi^ wild fetrl, is eqmlly 'm- 
genifNis : ia tlie ponds, to wfaich these bitds resort, they 
throw (sldMshes {» ipeciei of gouid) vfliicb flmrt lilKnrt 
tbv water, and whkh, w^b ascustnmed lo tbwn, lb« fbWf 
approaches without fear. 

' l^lrties are DUBicrons hi all ffaese seas, and are dWided 
into two species, tbe Cal^»ee, or green tottle, and tbe ea- 
rett ; the former of these, sometiinex weigh fourbondred 
|*ouDd9, and have a Hatfi^ ifaell. The care) t, is iafenor 
w size and quality ; its ^ell is more valuable, and of a 
Kore convex furio. Both deisosit tbeir eggs, which aw 
excellent food, in the,sand, where tliey are hatched by tbe 
heat of the siio. 

The island of Jamaica, is divided into three counties— 
which itrenBined, Middlesex, Surry, and Cornwall:— Tlie 
coantyof Middlesex, eonsi<t» of eight parisl^e , one towb, 
and Ihirleen viJI^es. The town, is that of Spanish Town, 
the ca^iital of the i.dand : Jt is situated on the banks of 
the river Cobre, about six miles from the 8e», and con- 
tains between live and six-hundred houses, and about five- ' 
tilois (nd iuHabitants, including free people of colour. It 
is the residence of tlie governor or commaader in chief, 
wlio IS accomnioftated wirti a superh palace ; it is here 
that rbe legislature is convened, and tbe coortof chain 
eery and Ki^ supreme court of judicature are held. 

The county of Surry, contains seven parishes, two 
towns and «g'.t villages. The towns, are Kingston and 
Port Royal. tJ.e former of which, is situated oii the North 
side of a beautilul harbour, ar d was founded in 1603 ■ 
when, repeated desohtions by earlhqnake and fire had 
drl^'Mi the mliabibmts from Port Royal. It contained in 
1^88. .1665 houses, besides iicgro-huts and warehouses i 
the number of white luhabitanls in tl,e same year, 6539; 
rf free people of colour. 3280; of slaves. 16,665; total 
Bumber of inhabitants, of all complesions and conditions 
r J V " " *" P'^*^^ of great trade and opuleni^e. Many 
dflfie houses m the upper part of the 4o\vb are wtremely 
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decant, and the markets for butcber's meat, turtle, liUi, - 
poultry, fruits, and vegetables, are equal to any in Enit^e.' ' 
This town is also as liealtliy as Port Royal, once a 'plac« 
of the greatest wealth and importance in tbe West Indies ;- 
if is now reduced by repeated calaniilies, to tbree streets, a 
few lanes, and about tW hiuidred hnuses; it coutaina, 
boweyer, tbe royal navy-yard, for Iieaving down and r^- 
fittmg the King's ships, the navy-bos pita I, and barracks 
foraregiment of soldiers. Tbe fortifications are kept in 
good order. 

Hie Gonnty of Cornwall, contauis five parishes, fbcee ' 
towns, and six villages. Tbt towns, are Savanna -la-Mar, 
on tbe South-side of the island ; Monte^o Bay and Fai- 
nioiith, bn the North; the former, was destroyed by a 
fatal hurricane and inundation of the ;eH, in 1 780 : it is 
now partially rebuilt, and contains from sixty lo seventy 
houses. 

Montego Bay, is a flourishing and wealthy town, con-, 
sisting of two hundred and iwenty-five houses, thirty- 
tliree of which, are capital stores, or warehouses. The 
number of tc^sail vesjelsj wtiich clear annually at this 
port, are about one hundred and fifty ; of which, seventy 
are capital ships. This accoun', iucludes part of ibote 
wbich enter at Kingston. 

Falmouth, 111- (as it is commonly called) the Point, is 
situjtcd OH tlie South -side of Martha Brae liaiboiir ; in- 
eluding the adjacent villages of Martha Brae— ^nd the 
rock, is composed of two hundred and tweaty liouses: the 
rapid increase of this town Hnil ndgbbourhooH, within the 
last sixteen \eai's iasurprisiiig. 

In 17ri, ihc three villages of Martha Brae, Fabnonth,' 
ami the rtrck, contauied togetlier abi>ul eighleen liouses, 
and the vessels which en ered annually at the port of t'al- 
muutb, did not exceed ten, at present it can Irnast of np- ■ 
wards of thirty capital st^lioned ships, which loads fur 
^reat Britaiit, txclusive of sloops and smaller craft. 

Each parish, (or precinct) c<>n>islju; of an union of .two 
or more parishes, is guventcd by a chief magistrate, styled 
«iistos rutulorum, and a body of justices, unlimited by 
law as to number, by wbom sessions of Uic peace ere lield 
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«Very thfee montlu, and courts of comnuHi pleas, to ti-y 
MctkHis aruiiig witbin the parish or precint, to any amount 
not exceeding twenty pounds. Id matters of debt not ex- 
ceeding fotty sliiilinss, a single justice is authorized to de- 
lermiue.^-^The'whole twenty parishes, contain tiveiily- 
(>ne churches and cliapels : each parish is provkled willi a 
rector, aod other church-t^cers. The rectors livings, the 
prcseatation to wbicli> rests wiih. the governor or com- 
mander in chief, are severally as follows, viz. St. Cathe- 
rine, three bun'lred pounds per a do um— Kingston, St. 
Thomas in the East, Clarendon, and Westmnrdand, two 
hundred and fifiy pounds — St- David, St. Cicorge, and 
i'urtlaiHl, one huodri;d pounds per annum— nil the rest 
two faundred.puunds per.annum-T-lliese sums are paid Lt 
lieu of tythes, by the church-wardens of the several pa- 
mUes, respecttVely; from' the amount of taxes levied by 
the vestries on the inhabitaHts. Each parish, builds ana ' 
lepairs a parsonaj^ house, orallowa the rector fifty pounds 

Set BDuiim, inlKuof oi:e ; besides wbich, many of.lhe 
viu^ have gkbe lands, of very ccmsiderable -value an- 
nexed to them, as the parish of St. Andrew — iwhicli ^lOn 
getlier is valued ql lOOOl. sterling, per aunum. 

.; In, the year 1788, the assemWy passed a law to prohi- 
bit the burial of the dead withm the walb of tite churches; 
and as by tlirs regulation, several of the rectors were de.- 
priied of a perquisite. An augmeotttUon of fifty pounds 
per annum, was made to most of the livings. 

The v(sfriM are composed of the costos and two otiier 
magistrate^-r-the rector and ten vesiry men; the latter are 
elected annually by Ihe freeholdiTrs, besides their power of 
assessing and appiupriating Utxes. They appnmt way- 
wardens, and allot lahoureis, for tiie repair of the public 
high ways; they likewise iioiiiinate constables, (or col- 
lecting buth public and parocbial taxes, 

■ The supreme court of Judicature for the whole island, 
((Mtinmonly called the grand court, as possessing siratlac 
jurisdiction in this couniry, to that of the several courts 
«f Kius's Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, in Great 
Bntaiii) is held ui the town of St. Jago-de-la-Vega, or 
SpaiMsh Town, the capital of the county of Midddlesex, 
;on the last Tuesdii* of eaclfc of the months of February, 
May, August, and November, in evei^ year. In this court 
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lEu chief juitice of the aboA pendMy whose salarf i* 
only ISOL but the pcrqwaiUs arising from the office, iHak* 
it motth nearty 300M. per »amm. Th* aisistaBt jadge^ 
an gtaHemeamitbe bloDd, cMnmonly plaotera, who D*i> 
(ber receive lalary nor reward of aoy kinci fof their attend- . 
aoce. Three judjies miistbepreaetit to constiluteaeourti 
each term is itmited induiatioa to three weeks. Ftoai Ibis 
court, if the nmtter in dispate in a civil actioo, be (»t 
a sum of SOOl. iteriiiig or upwards, an appeal lies toAa 
governor and eouDcil, as a mart of error.— —If sentaicfl 
of dottfa be passed fo^ feteoy, the appeal is lo the gover- 
nor alone. Assize courts also are held every three months, 
in KingstOD, for the county of Sony, and in SavBona-la- 
Har, for the county of CorawaU. 

IV Suny const, begiat tha iHt TwsAit in Jamnyv 
April, July, md Octoi>cr.->-*The Cornwall coart begins 
toe last Tuesday in Mar«b, J«Ba, Septamber and Dec«Bi* 
ber. Eacb assise court, is limited tea fortnight a dura- 
tion : tbns, bare tbe hdiabitauts law aourts evety nMeth 
in die year, besides tbe courts of Chancery, Otibutrf/ 
Admiralty, and the several pameb eourts. 

Tba August term in tbe supreme court M abolished, md 
a long vacation establidcd as in Bngtand, with simitM- K- 
gulaticus for the assise courts, to tbe great relief of the ji»- 
rors. 

In this island, as in Barbadoes, the departments of coan- 
eil and attorney are datiBct— >anft, although in tbe island 
faist mendooed, barristers have bem adraitled by licance 
from the governor, it is otherwise in Jamaica. TTie colo^ , 
Htallaws expressly requiring ihat no person sliall be allowed 
to practice, who has not been r^ularly admitted in tbe 
courts of England, Ireland, or Scotland — or else, {in the 
case of im attorney) wiio has not served as articled cierbi 
to some sworn attoniey or solicitor in the island, for five 
years at tcagt. The governor or comnuinder in chief, a 
chancellor by his office, and presides sololy in that faigll 
department, which is administered with great form and 
solemnity ; he is likewise tfae sole ordinary for the pro- 
bate of wills, and granting letters of administration. From 
the first of the offices, h* derives extensive authority, and 
from die latter, considerable emolument ; as aH>M»dages 
'' the supreme coqrt. 
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The several great ofliMS, viz. tbe offices of enWHnienW, 
or becretury of t!ie bland, provost marshal, geiwral clr A 
of the court, (prothonotory cuslos-brevium) are held and 
situated in Spanish Town:— TIte tirst is an »^ce of re 
tor;!, ill which the laAs passed by the ksislature are pre- 
served, and copies of theiA entered into fair volumes. lu 
this office, ail deeds, witia, sales, and patents, must be 
registered; it is also- required, that alt persons (after sis 
weeks residence) int^iding to depart from this island, do 
itffix their names in Ihis office twenty one dajs, before 
thev are eiiliticil to receive a lieket, or let-pass, to enable 
tlielnla leave the country. In order toeriforce tiiis regu- 
latiop, masters of vessels, areobllsedat the time of entry, 
to give security in the sumof lOOOl. not to carry off the 

island any person, without sucii ticket, or let-puss. - 

Trustees, attoniies, and guardians of orphans, areiequired 
to record aunuatly in this office, accounts of Ilie produce 
of estates iu their cliarge, and by a late act, mortgagees in 
possession, are obliged to register not only accounts of 
the crops of each year, but also annual accotwts current 
of tlieir receipts and paynients. 

The number of white inhabitants, bcluding troc^ and 
sea-faring men, are about thirty tfaousaod ; freed negroes. 
Mid people t^ colour, about live hundred hi each parish; 
uo aa average of the wtiole, making ten ihousand, enclu- 
sive of the black people called Maroons, . who e^joy free- 
dom by treaty, Ofn^roes, in a state of slavery in this. 
,iiUad, about two hundred aud teu thousand. 

There are sevf^i huadped and sixty-sevro sngai' plants- 
tioBS, the negroes cni[^yed tbereoD,'are one faumlrvd and 
. forty Ifaoosand. --Coffee plantations, six hundred and se- 
ven; negroes emfrfoy.ed ihereoD, twenty-one ' tbousand.— 
.grv^ng; md hreeittQg ferins, (called pens) orio thousaiid 
and forty-aevni; negroc? employed thereon, thirtv-one 
thousand. — Of small setlkmefits, for the growth of cot- 
ton, ginger, •pimeeto, pom, and other provisions, tire num- 
ber k not ascertained ; tbey are supposed (kcludiflg tbfe 
Begroes in the several t«wBS> to give eaiplovnjeii^ to *fiji- 
•ij^t lliousaod uegroes. Total number ot' eoskVerf »*,. 
■ gnoea. ifl Jamgjoa, i^ about two hundred and ^y Miou^ 
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69" W. from Londnn : it i« ai>out twenty One milts' in 
Ivngth, »]d fiHirteen in brendth, and runtuihi about nincfy 
thouwind Kcrea of laud, most of uliicb is under culliva- 

Tbe soil in tlie low lajidi b black, somewhat reddisb : 
in the sballow parts on the kills, of a chalk; marl, and 
near the sea, goienilly sanity- Of lliis vanetj' of soil, the 
black mould is best suited for tbe cultivation of the cane, 
and witii the aid of manure, bas given as great returns of 
sugar in favourable seasons, as any in tbe West Indies ; 
tiK prime lands of St. Kitt*s, excepted. 

~ The capital of this island was scsrce risen from the asbei, 
to which it bad been reduced by two dreadful fires, wheJi 
it was torn from its foundation, and the whole country 
made a scene of devastation, by the storm of tbe IMh o( 
October, 1780; in which, so leM than four thousand tliree 
hundred and twenty- sis of the iiiliabitants (blacks and 
Trbiiea) miserably perished, and the damage to the gouo- 
try, was estimated at about a million and a balf jxmmk 
sterling. 

Barbadoes is divided into five districts, and eleven pa- 
3isbes ; it contains four towns— Bridge Town, Ostins, or 
Charles Town, St. James's (fOTmerly called tbe bole) and 
Speight's Town. Bridge Town, the capital, before it was 
-destroyed by tbe fires of 17^, cenststed of abqut one 
thousand five hundred houses, whi«b were mostly Uudt vS 
brick. It is still the seat of government, and Bia<^ be 
called the cbief residence of the governor, »*o is provifled 
with a country villa, called Pilgrims^ situated #itbfa h 
ttdleof ib His snlary is two thousand pounds per «iEI|1mi, 
tiie whole of which is paid out of tbe £xcbcqMri toA 
charged to the account of -the four aad a bMi pur oeM. 
doty. 

The form of the ^vennaent of this island, vay marV)r 
reaemblea tfaat of Jamaica, except that tbe cotmcil is Onm* 
posed of twelve meubers, and the assembly of t*e**J- 
two. The most important difference, respects tiii Coilft 
of Chancery— wbicb in Barbadoes, is constituted- d( tile 
^vemor and council ; whereas in Jamaica, the goverWr 
is sole chancellor; on tbe other hand, in Barbadoes, &k 
(OTeraatuUiftCMacilt cmivthMitlwiaHej ucWtiic in 
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■ legBtathe capacity.— —Tk is, in Jamaica 'wouW be em- 
sidered improper ainl unconsikutioiial. The Courts of 
Grand Sessioni, Common Pl«i», and Exchenwer, in Ba»- 
badoes, are distinct from each oilier, and not, as in Ja- 
maica, united and blended in one su|>reine Ccourt of Ju- 
dicature. 

The number of while inhabitants, are now abont six- 
teen OT gevOTteen thousand ; free peofile of cnlour, about 
eight hundred aod fifty, and sixty thousand negroes. 

The yearly esports, are aboui nine thousand five him- 
dred liogsbtads of sugar, of 15 cwt, each ; five thousand 
Jour Immh^d puncheons of rnm, of one hundred ^llons ; 
and nearly sixty hogsheads of melasses; six thousand ihree 
hundred bags of einger, eight tiiousand ba^s of cotton, 
■tWe hundred and twenty gourds of aloes, besides some 

smaller articles, as sweetmeats, &c, The produce of 

Ibe-Weit India blauds, are so similar, that it is hardly ne- 
cessary to describe each separately ; but were tny striking 
difference occurs, I cwisider myself called upon to notice 
it- I must not tlierefwe, omit remarking a species of cu- 
cumber, native of tiiis island, called moon-shine, because 
•it is ripened by the moon, and its colour resembles the 
rays of that glorious planet ; ils ttavour is excellent, and 
rivals every other kind of cucumber. 

The »tat« of tl)« negroes in this isiand) is greatly- miti- 
gated ; for here the sun of benevolence has visited and 
warmed the hearts of its inhabitants. Pity, sweet impulse, 
-M the gentle mediator, ititsrferes, and writes a milder fate : 
-tlie smiling lo(A, the cheerful voice, delights the bosom of 
Bht]anthro|)y, and as no sorrow churns its sympathy. It wil- 
' liugly participates in the joy of all. Slavery, robbed of haK' 
■its miseiies, here assumes the tempered aspect of servitude, 
and bringis with its atteudantJtoil, the promised reward. 

: The household negro, wnen he has performed the- task 
vUotted him, enjoys a jdesstog cessation from labour ; 
«*ai the field aegro, haib the hour of relaxation, applauds 
-bis owti diUgffitce, nor thinks of tktigue, when' serving one 
-whom hetMisidere as a laastcr, amt a tyrant. Use but de- 
•WMCji, ye loie ■ of power, so shall your sugar have a 
MVMtsr tevour—- your lovely groves exhale a scent more 
^Aagn*^ Ike ■««■« «f.£nutaL beutot tlM fidelity MAM 
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KttRcfament of Ihe slaves to their owner, is highly praise- 
worthy; tliey pride themselves on his wealth, feel tiiler- 
ested in liis prosperity, nnd pray for ita cmiIi nuance : they 
are very iiimble, aod use wuoaerful dispatch in domestic 
afikirs. 

Each child in the West Indies, has tivo slaves given to 
him, n iVlaie and female, so that by t lie tinie he comes of 
ago, l!i(y sometime* encrease to sin or seven. The lill^e 
ni^g rues I'll low tlteir >fiung mailer wherever he goes, like 
his shadow: at meal tluics,_ they stand beh'iid his chair, 
after which, they retire to eat the bits left on bis plate, 
which a r^ more or less, accotding to the child's genero- 
sity. The iiegfoea never eat in the presenee of a white, 
who would consider hijuself offended by such freedom. 

When a West India ^ntlemen rides out on faoiseback, 
he is usually followed by a ric^rro, who rtans after Itim with 
surprising swiftness ; unwearied, he pursues, nor stops till 
be helps his master to alight. The negroes are uncuB^ 
monly hardy, and almost iiivuhierable to fatigue ; they can 
.with ease, supiMirt burdens that tbe slroi^e^^ European 
would sink under :— Though the spirits of tlie negroes are 
not easily depressed, a trille cuo exliiterate them, and I' 
have witoessed tlietr consummate pleasure, when contem' 
plitliui! the white-washed sugar mills ; not that 1 woulil 
thereby mfer tlieir gratification was produced by the mere 
jighl, but mther the effect Of a cause, wl^b raises- tkein 
in my opinion. 

It is a custom in Bar'badoes, when' the estate owes no- 
thing, to wbite-wasli the sugar mills, by way of proclaior- 
ipg tbe situation of the owner; this is followed by tbe 
uurth and lent ivity of the slaves, who dance, shout, and 
are guilty of a thousand extravagancies. We will now 
take a survey of tiieir les^ favoureif brelhei^n, the tield ne- 
groes : the smile unmeauiitgibK succeeded by the look of 
earnestness; busy iiopoitiiiic^ which strongly ut arks the 
countenance, bespeaks the tboug^ts occupied: yet, if tbey 
watch the rising of that sun, which gilds their labour, tiuty 
cheerful wait its setting, for then arrive^ the hour of re~ - 
lease. Tbe time which is their own, they employ in h'u^ 
ing, fishing, cultivatiog tbeir garden,' or makia| .baiketo 
and fish-nelstor sal«i with the money which tbeir.artidw 
jiKtdaee, tfaeyltuya bog or two,'»>IKt)iiKa du^k&wfwibf 
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a\ of wiiicb are faitened npo» the .pontooemit growl* 
oT the loS, ff» ftflm rapenee, wri attend^ wili wfry 
litUe trouble; these yield him ^ood profit. E««^ f*™ 
many of those cares which assail his owner, the tield negro 
enio« pwcefoi trWquiHty; the i*«h of wishes soooap- 
prased : be. survey* the ampte fowat with ptasore, fcr rt 
sffoids him material, to bniid his hut ; this h8 &a\attm» a& 
tet his ow* taste, generally di»idiig it mto two roonis^ 
His pots, he-manufactiiret hiwself, hia diabes an ooBposed 
of sowds, the growth af his ganlen, Wt bed w. plantaia 
lewts; to 4e weekly allowance given Urn by hB masUr, 
isftdikd a few laiwies, sueb a* his faworite hodge po<to 
of plantaios and ysms, boiled with salt Heal, barbacued 
fikt, aad Cayenae pqjpar ; or, a padding ma* with th« 
fionroflndiaoowt. I>ail«d with flnb, £owt,fi»h, CayenM 
ptaaet, tad tbe.y«Mig pods of the oort plant : hn tmdy 
tevengii, nwieiBl,'i» water, bat this is not ^d&ctoi 
chbive; ffr A^i^ can g<* at it, *ie iMgwes aare gre»t 
diiritini t '^ *^ qNiiU the? taate is » dnb gf new- ram, 
of which, though so very pernicious, they are extrnm^ 
fond. In their persons they are very clean, males and fe- 
nttla MDallyfeUMlg twice a^{ to mofly On pbee of a 
comb, they ate day, which being dried on the. ba »d, an * 
wHhc4 off with aoap and water, frees tbcm from vtnmn:. 
Another iKgenious method they have for cleaning tbek 
teeth, about which they are peculiarly nice — they take a 
^rigofoiange-tree, and bite it at one end tin it rescwbles 
a taoth brush, for which it is an ejicellent substitute, mw 
doing the teJelh as white as ivory ; no nej^ro ie to be ,Seen 
without jhis Little appendage, which likewise sweetens the 
the breath, perh^s from the scent of the orange-Uee, the 
odour of which it never loaei. 

Th» idand of Grenada, is cmnpnled to be dont twentjD' 
four miles in length, and twelve miles iu its greatest 
greadth, centaining nearly er^ty thousand acres of land ; 
yet, tiie quantity actually cultivated, has never exceeded 
sixty thousand acres. The &ce c^ the country b moua> 
I tainous, but not inacceasible in ai^ part: it abounds with 
^rings and riyulets. To the north and to the east, the 
toil is a brick mould, the same or similar to that of Ja- 
maica. On the west side, it 13 a rich brick mould, on a 
uriMtfatam of yellow clay. To the south, the land in ge. 
nei^t is poor, and of a reddish hue ; the saiae extends 
ev«t a coneidendtte ^Kirt of the intenor coontry : 00 the 
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whole, however, Grenada appears to be fertile la a faigb 
degree, and b; tbe vurkty of its returns, seems adapted to 
every tropical production. 

file exports frem Grenada, and its dependencies, are 
fenerullj fourteen million lbs. of muscovado, and about 
niue million lbs. of clayed sugar ; e^ht million gallons of 
ruDii one million lbs. of coffee, four hundred And fifty 
Ibousaod lbs. of cocoa, ninety thousand lbs. of cotton, 
about twenty-seven thousand lbs. of indigo, and some 
smaller articles : the whole of which, on a moderate com- . 
putatioo. cannot be worth less at the ports of bhippin^,- 
tban 500,0001. sterhng : exclusive of freight, duties, insu- 
rance, and other charges. It deserves to be remarked, 
that the sngar was the produce of about one hundred plan- 
tations only, and that they are worked by eighteen Uioa- 
SHod i^roes, which is rather more than ope hogshead of 
sugar of sixteen cwt. from the labour of each negro, old 
am yoimg, em[joyed in the cnltivatttm of thai ccmlmo- 
ditr.. 

TIms island is divided jnto six parishes, St, George, Stv. 
David, St. Andrew, St. Patrick, St. Mark, and St. John.— 
Caraicou, another small island, dependent on it, forms a 
seventh pariili. 

The parochial taxes, provides stands of three hundred 
and thirty pounds cuneucy, and sixty pounds for bouse 
rent, per annum, for five cIcrgyBien, viz> One for the town 
and parish of St. Seorge, three for the other five out pa- 
rishes of Gienada, and one for Caraicou ; besides these 
stipends, there are otiier valuable glebe lands, which had 
been approptiated to the support of the Roman catholic 
-clergy, whilst that was the established religion of Grenada. 

: Tlie capital of Grenada, is called St. George, it is situ- 
ated in a spaciouabay.ontbe Westor lee side of the island, 
not far from the South-end, and possesses one of tlie. safest 
and ukost extensive harbours for shippuig, in the Engl sb f ' 
West Indies. 

The townof St. George, is built jmncipally of brick, it 
is divided bj a ridge, wliich runoing bto Oie sea, forms on 
one side Ilie Carinage, on the other tlie Bay ; thus, there 
u the Bay Town, which boasts a handsome square an^ 
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nulet place, and the Carenage Town, whereiu tbe pna- 
cipel mercliants reside. The Ihips lying Und-tocked, and 
in deep water, close to tbe wharfs. Oa the ridge, be- 
tween tbe two towns, (taDds tbe churcli, and on the pro- 
moutory above it, u a liuee old furt built of MoBe, and 
large enough to accommodate a whole r^iiucat. Tbe 
other towns ia Grenada, are, correctly spedkuig, small vil- 
iRges, or hamlets, wluch are generally situated at tbe baya, 
or shij^big places ia tbeMveifal out partsbesi 

Tbe parish torn; of Caraicou, b called Hilltbonnigh. 
Grenada has two-ports of entry, whh separate establiab- 
ments, and dbtinct revenue officers, iodependent of eacb 
other, viz. one at St. George, the capita), :a)id one at Grat- 
vilte Bay, a town and harbour on the East; or windward 
side of the island. 'Flie former is made a free port. i 

Tbe white inhabitants are about two tituusand, of which 
not more than two thirds arc men able to bear arms ; these 
are incorporated into five regiment*, including a company 
of free blacks or muUttoes attached. 1o each. There are 
l.kewlse, five hundred regular troops from Great Britain, 
which are supported nn tbe Britiiib establishment; there 
are also in its garrison, Ibree companies of the King's ne- 
groet, which tame from America, where they served in 
three capactli. s— as pioneerSr ^irlificers, and Jiglil dngoone. 
In Oreuiida, tlic^ form acoiripany of each, and are com- 
in»ni1ed by a lieutenant of the regulars, li«vj|)g captainV 
rank. There are about Iweoty'threc Ihousaud oute hun- 
dred free people of colour. 

The evidence of all coloured people, of free condition, 
is received in the Courts of this island, oq their producing 
proof of rheir freedom ; and such free people, are tried oa 
criminal charges, iu ihe same mantjer as ihe whites: they 
arc also allowed to possess lands and tenementf: to any 
amount, provided they are native bom subjects, or capitu^ 
lants, and not aliens. 

Tile governor, by virtue of bis office, is chancellor, or- 
dinary, and vice-admiral ; he presides solely in ihe Courts 
of Chancery and ordinary, as in Jamaica: bis salary is three 
thousand l>vo hundred currency, per annum. The cur- 
rency of Greuada, or rate of E.\chanee, is commouly sixty'? 
five per cent worse thtm sterling ; bis salary is rqiied by a 
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poll tax on all Atfet. Tbtcoaacil of Orenwla, anuios o£ 
twelve ntemben, md the assembly of ivent^-six ; tbe 
powers, privileges and limcticHM, of both llieae branches 
of tile I^islatuie, are tbe aacie, and exeicised prec-isely 
in tbe sune manner as thoee irf the Council and AtaemUy 
iaJaniaicii. 

, A frcebold, or life est^, of My atres, » a qnali&aFraM 
for' a represeu&itjve for a parish ; aad ft freebcdd, w life 
estate, in fifly pounds house rent, in St. George's, quali- 
fies a representative! for (be totvs. As estate df ten acres, 
in fee or for life, or a rent of ten pounds, in any of the 
•ut towns, ^ives a vote for tbe n'preseatatives of each pa- 
risbj respectively ; and a rent of twenty pounds per an- 
aiun, issuing out of any freehold, or life estate, in the 
town of JSt. George, gives a vote for a representative for 
the town. 

' The law Courts ia Grenada, are only held twice a year. 
7beve is no law in Grenada, declaring an adoption of tbe 
kws of England ; yet, it has always been tbe practice of 
the Courts, to etqisider both commmi and stalnt:! law of 
England, to exteud to Grenada, iik all applicable case», 
not otherwise provided for, by putlieular laws of the 
island ; so iu like manner tbe practice of the Courts in 
WestBiinster-l^ll, and autbenlic reports of adjudged cases 
tbeie, are resorted to, when precedents ai.J authorities are 
wanting in tlje blatid. 

In the case of its slave laws, jt may be said with tmih 
aadjustiea:, that the assembly of this island, have raani- 
feted a Hberelily of sentiment, vtbkh reflects tbe highifst 
hoiroar ou their characters, both as legUlatures and CUris- 



Sueh oftheGrenadinesasaredcpewdent on the Grenada 
government, are Cariacou. and Isle Ronde; the former 
contains sis thousand nine hundregl and thirteen acres of 
land; in general, it is fertile and well cultivated— produc- 
ing TO seasonable years, a million lbs. of cotton for ^- 
portatkin, besides com, yaniSr potatoes andplautaiup, suf- 
ficietit for the maintenance of its negroes. The cultivalioB' 
of sugar, has been found less lucceufnl in Ibis island than 
cotton* 
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Ilk ftonde, oobbuiu tbout five hunditd tfcrea of cxnt- 
lent laod, which are wholly allied to p^itmap and the 
cullivntiou oir cotton. It >s situated abont raidway, feb- 
tween Caraicou and tlie aorth^cMl of Oremid^ abmitftnl- 
leagues from eacb. 

Tbe ill >ucce» which attmdcd the caltivalioa at au^ 

. in Grenada, may in part be attributed to a most destructive 
insect — the siigur ant, bo called from iu minow efiect «■ 
sugar canes aou some other trees, such as the bne, lemoa 
^nd orange : these auts ore of the middle size, of a ricnder 
fonii, of a du^ky red colour,. and remarkable for' the 
quickiiess of their movemEols ; but the greatest peciiliarv- 
ties are, their ta«te when applied to the tongue, the mnl- 
tiplici^ of their ndniber, and their choice of places for 
tlieir nests ; all the other species of ants in Greuada, have 
a bitter musky tiiste ; these, on the contrary are acid in 
an eiuineut ikgree, and when a number of them were rub- 
bed together between (be palms of tlie h-.n]ds, thej sent 
forth a strong vitriolic sulphureous scent ; their numbers 
were so vast, that the roads have been covered by them 
fi>r miles together, and so crowed were ibey m mdoy 
.|>bc^, that the print of the horses hoofs would appeifr 
for a iiMinent or two, until fiiled up by the suriouadin^ 
multitude. 

Ilie conmiHi black ants of Grenada, have tlieir nests 
about the foun.tutioii nf b<m^eLi>ld walls, others is hot- 
low trees, and a Inr^ ^lecies in the pastures. . . 

Hie suzar ants, conslMntly build their Be»ts amloitg tha 
roots of ))3Fticular |>laRts and Irees,' such as the gucar 
cane, lime, lemon and nniige trees; tlie dcstractiun of 
these ants was attempted two ways, Ity poisou and tiie.— 
For tiie tirst purpose, arseiiic and cunosive subiimale 
f nixed with jiniuial substances, such as salt &ih, faiirriu^s, 
cmbs, abd other shell-fisb were used, which was greedily 
devoured by them, aud destroyed numbers. Tbe am>Ii- 
'catioD of fire, by butning the cane trash (or straw ^the 
CBne)astt lay on tlie grouad, killed multitudes of theautei 
"^etfuUed, oftolally destroying the mischievous raee-^ 
which, was however, fortunately accomBliabed in the hur^ 
ricane of 1770 ; without which) the oiltiv^tion of the sm- 

far caa«, hi the most taliiaible fUta of the ishuid, must 
an bawthiona aside. Thasevds ijwde tfaw-'teHsM- 
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'flw'feWptnHi bftbrif e^, only nitder or nikififf'tfie 
raobvf swAtrees- or pnMs, » an not only «pam« ik 
tkKltiaiag tkca- from hesvy taiiu, but ate bt Ihe strnw 
timK, so liEB ia the gtowRfl, as to sfford a leeure buis tb 
m^mrt them against any injury occVioDed by the agt- 
tation of the u«uid winds. This double qualification, the so- 
gar A im f tmiai i i ttj poaseu a for a stool of canes (t*biehts 
IIk (M^eetian of its numerous roots, where the steiiM be- 
fio. to shoot ont) is almost impenetrable to ram, and is 
iilsot &0B. the astonishing number of the roots, Snnly 
fixed to the gronwJ : thus, when every other purt of tb^ 
Held is dola^d with rnb, the ground under those stools 
will b« fomitt qmhe dry. 

St. Vincent's, contains abtrnt^ghty-foiir thousand acres, 
ii4iicl| are every where well watercft^but the country is 
ver; generally monntainous and uneven. The interme- 
^iale. vaiiiea, however, are tertile in a high decree ; ijie 
soil; ceasisti^ chiefly of a fine mould, composed ofs^jod 
«dU clay, weU adapted for sugar. 

The isluid is dividetl into five jmrisbes. nf nhicli, only 
«ae was provtUetl wilh a clmrcli~aud that waa b'own 
down inuie hurricane of I'SO. 

There is tme town called Kingston, the capital of the' 
island, and the seat of its government— and tltree villatie* 
tint iMar the names ufTowns, buttliev are small liati lels; 
comisting eadi of only h liw bousf s ; but tbe publh: es- 
tablishment, tliul reflects the lii^est huuour on Si. Vin- 
oent's, is-its telebrateil boianir.'iitirden, under llie cnie uf 
Mr. Anderson; it coiiMSts of thiriy acres, of which, n6 
]ess than sixteen are in high coltivstion ; abtiUH<!iii^ not 
only with every species of rlic vegetable world, wlittli tl-e 
Jiand of BHtare has be^toived on tliese islands, for use and 
beauty, for ' foo«t and ia nary, but also with many exotics 
fiom the East Indies-and South America. 

In-tbe^form of its^oKerament and the administration of 
exeoutLK' justice, St. Vincent's differs in' no respect t« 
(^imada.-— The .goveraot's salary, exclusive of fees of 
«dke, is 3O00L AtAmg. 

The. military forco, cpnsiats «( a r^mant of lofiuittyv 
mit^-wmmj of aiitiUei7> «eut-ilr«w£MlatiriM-aBd « 

L.,......,.Couglc 
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blacb'CQTps niwd ia lhftcoiuti^> but prDvidad-ftii whfa 
tlie fornier, on the British establiabmeot, and leceiviof noi 
^ddiliaoal p»y fraw tli«. itlaod. ■ The iqililM CMuitf* oj 
bForeginieuUi^fent, lervtoK urilhout payofau;.kuKl.*~ 
Tiie oufnbiKr of iidwb^tivts, are about one tbounnd fou» 
hundred whiles, and eteren tJKitWwi ei^ - htudsed Utn 
groes. 

Hiere are several isUuds dependent on tfa« St. VnceBt!* 
aovemmeni, vi^. Bequia, jCoutiitung tbroe Ihounuid tevea 
Qundred acres: Ihia littie ij|and is invaluable from tba 
commodioHsiiess of iu &k liarbpur, called Adminftt^ 
Bay. , IJajoii, containing two lUouaaod oiie hu«dred and 
4fty acres. CaiKHiaiie, conlaiuing one lliouaaiid sevea- 
^odred and seventy-seven acr4« ; aqd Uustique, contfio. 
iiigabbutoqelltouiHndlwohuBdredaHdtlirefiacnM. 'FberB 
are likewise, the liule islet* qf feOl MaitgiiqRC, Ptfit Sl^ 
Vincent, Maillereau, tiad Balleseau, each of which ))ra- 
ducu a little «oa«B. The-n«gfoes«nip)Q;fcd iu -IIm'cuI- 
tiv«tiw of these jetfuids, are one ihotwuid four butidred. , 

The uland of Doisiatca, contains ope liuadixd aai 
^gliiy-«A tbousimd four hundred and llihl^-si^ acna «4 
bud, and i» divid«Uiulo ten parishes. Ttie town. of Ro-* 
seau, is tiK capital of ^ i«]and, and in situated jn tlia 
^rish of St. CieorgCr bpag ^baut seven leagues thm 
prince aup«n's Bay; k i« on. « point of land on tlwS. 
W. side of ihe islaqd, wjiich forms two b«yg, v'lx, Woo^^ 
bridge's Bay lo north, and' Charlotte viJie Bay to tite 
southwaid. Ri>seau, is about Uaif-a mile iu le^h (tern- 
CharlotlKVJlle. to Roseau river, and iposllv two furlongs in 
breadth, but less in .some parts, being of a very irregulae 
ngiire. It contains five hundred houses, exclusive of the 
cottagea occupied by n^roes. This island is tweBtv-ii>n» 
nuies in lengt b, and sixteen in breadUi ; it coutatus 'many 
lugh 4nd rugged raoualains, iu|er*p«rsed with fine vallicH, 
and ID general they are fertile. Several of tlie mountaiiv* 
contain unextinguished volcan<jes,' which fw^uenliy emit 
vast qiianlilies of biirbing sulphur ; from thfse Bio«ntain» 
ilso, issue springs-of hot water, some of which, are said 
to paaseis great virtue in thecnre of tro|Mcal disorders; in 
|ome places, the water is hot eoough to eoagnlate an egg, 

I» the woods of Donuniea* are ' innum^rath swarms of 
bws, wbiebiodgcia-thc ireea, and produce large quano 



titics ef wix Ka4 Done;, b«)b of winch, in cqnal ufmrnl- 
iMM to aayn Edii^. It ts precisely tbc Mine Bp«ewa of 
bee M IB Evnqw, and rnnat have been tran^wrtcd thi- 
tfaer 1 tlw jwiiw bee of the Wnt Indie* bun» a smaller 
*p cc i e », uitproTMted with slings, and vcrr diScrcat in ita 
— niim from the Europein. 

Domhuca is well wateredf there beii^ upwards of lUf- 
ly fineTivers in the island, besides ■ great number of ri- 
vukts ; the soil in most of Ibe interior country, is a light 
brown- coloured muntd, end appears to have been washed 
from the motmtaim towards the lea-cout—aiid, in many 
of the vaHies, H is a deep black and rich native earth, 
ittm'ragly well adapted to the cultivation of all the ar- 
tictes of West Indian produce; the under itratam, is is 
inmt parts a yellow or brick clay, in otben a stiff lerrac^ 
but the land is in most places veiy stony. 

- There are fifty plantations, wliieh prodnoe annmlly, no 
aiore than three thousand hogsheads of auear i eoAe au- 
Rwers much better— there are two hundred coflec planta- 
tions in Dominica, which in favourable years, produce 
three mil]i«is of pounds weight ; a small part of the landa 
are also applied to the cultivation of cacao, tndi^, and 
^nger. Ttie number of white inhabitants of all descrip- 
' tlomt, are about one ihouwnd two hundred— of free ne- 
uroea. Aiur hundred, and of slaves, about fonrteen thou- 
sand. The governor's salary, ia I300I. sterling. 

■ The most curious production of this island, is the vece- 
table flv, it is of the appearance and size of a small cock- 
thafer.'and buries itself in the ground, wlKre it dies— rod, 
fr«m its body, spring up a small plant which resembles a 
yoiiBg coffee tree, only that its leaves are smaller ; the 
plant is often overlooked, fmm the suppmilion people have 
(if its bfing no olher than ii colfee plant ; but, on exan- 
inina it properiv, the differenL-e k ea-ily HiscOTered ; the 
head, feet, and IkkIv of the insect, appearing «t the fool, 
as perfect as when alive. 

: The buildings on a coifire astote are, first, (he dwelling- 
house, which is generally situated on the baniia of a river ; 
tiius, blending pleasure with cnnveaience, for close to it 
aru Ihe nnt-hou'ea for the overseer and hooh-keeper, vith 
sbuehouscs and si^aUotEces: the other nccesmiy binhi- 
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ifigs fli*. a carpenter's lod^, a dock «nd boat house, nnd 
Iwo iKrge cnftee lodges, fb« one to bmbe snH divnte ttie 
[Hilp from tlie iKirifs, the other to dir Aem— the rent 
vonsint of negro houses, a stnblc, hospital, and warehoHWf-, 
wfiich appenr like a srisU village ; t^e cofTe^ lodge alone, 
I;a9 been known to coat €OCOI. stcrlias: tim whole build- 
ing is enconipas'ed by a wide ranal, which by flood gates, 
leu in the water IVeeh from the rner, betides a draw- 
bridge, uliirh during llie night cuts off all eonmunication. 
from Hiihoui. 

' The planting gronnrt i* s*]*aT»1ed into two larg;e gqnare' 
pieces, httriug usually in each two thousand beautiful 
colTee treos, growing at nine or len feet distance from eacli- 
•therj these trees bear when nbout three years old, they 
are consided iit their prime at six, and continue producing 
fruit till thirty: the way of snpplying them bfing from 
good DBrteriest which no coffee estate is ever without — 
The coffee-tree is notuften permitted to grow higher than 
a man can reach, in order to fender easy the gathering of 
rt. The bark of this tree is of a light brown, and the 
leavevlike lanrel, are adonied with a beuuttfiilfpolisli — 
*ith these, it is closely covered, the branches bending 
, near tite surface of (ite earth to the summit ; the berries 
are oval, and though green at fli-st, graduallj- change: 
their hue Until ripe, then they become a bright crimson,' 
Hfcea cherry-tree. In each of these berries, aredeposited 
two kernels like beans, lying flat upon each other. A goo(t 
tree usually produces three or four pounds weight atearh 
erop ;■ the coffee "tree yietds two crops eveiy year, otie at 
MidsMitamer and the o(W aboxt Christmas. At the times 
of harvest, 4r fea pleasing siHt to see the negroef picking 
(he crhns<ni berries among tfie glossy green, where the oltf 
«ort llie yomic-are busily emptoyed. The berries are' 
placed ill bask tfs, and carried into the bruising lodge, 
where tbey art bruised in a mill lor that ptirp» e in ilie-" 
above lodge, tt> divkte the kernels from the husks ; they 
ate nc7lt,Bl«eptd'in'wRter one d^t to cleans them, and 
theu sprebd on Ihc drying floor, which' is exposed to tlte^ 
*^n »if , aoa ia biiil* of flat stbiies— after « hich, ihey arc 
spread on gamits-niuds. A>r tbe purpose; to.let them era*' 
pprate and dry intemalfy, during which time, tliey must 
be fuVhed-over twiti day witt wooden shovels— after this, 
tiny »ie onoe nicwe -dried in large coolers or drawers, that 
ruti«A lot)Krt-i«aiidouf of ihe windowsvlto^ireveftt'ifieU' 
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from bring overtaken liy stinw«rs of rati], lltry aiv Ihen 
placed in wooden mortars, and beaten b^r raodlivliiiiit with 
Jieavy wiirden peslles, to strip them of a lliio skin that 
joma the two kernels in tbe pwlp ; ibey arc neat separated 
ftnni tlie huvks through a btiitt mill, and once oace more 
lborDu«hl}' ilriMl on the cooleis, and llie whole beau s^ 
Ifcted froni the bruised, then put iulo ca»ks or barreb'of 
ii'>arly three or four hundred weight each, for esporia- 
tion. 

?, As I have alrraily saJd, some part of the land is npplied 

'\ 10 the ciiltivalion of cocoa, indi^, an<l ginger, a short «c- 

couut of each inaj not be considered uuinteresting :^ 

The c.ocoa or chocolate {ree in supplied from ntiraeries, 
):Le orcbants in Europe, and are planted Keoeraljy at ele- 
Ten or twelve feet disTance from each otlier, where ihry 
grow to the height of European cherry-trees. These pl^iu- 
^tions require security from the boiAterous wind and 
^corcbiiig sun, particularly w lien young, the toots nut «'n- 
ifringsumciently deep into the earth in nmii-ish ibein— 
nor can they at tliat period bear extraordinary liesit, upcii 
which account, tbe groves are filled up witli cassava 
shrubs to shade them, besides which, ibcy i<eiveto deslroy 
the weeds. The trees produce fruit lwl'ur« lliey are lliree 
years old, yielding two crops amiuully ; tlicy are comi- 
(iered in tlie highest jierfecriun at the a^e u^ thirteeii or 
fourteen : tlie leaf of the cocoa-tree is about nine inches in 
lenglti, and nearly three in breadths lliick, pointed, ribbed 
like tbe laurel liiyrae, aud of a ibioiog gieeu hue— tbe 
fruit is about the aame size. While young it resembles a 
cucumber, but when ripe becomes yellow blu a lemon,, 
with ribs like the melon, and tubwcles which contain tbe 
seed or nuts, sometimes thirty in number — tbey lie lonj;i-: 
tudinally in the frait, and when fit for use, are of tbe.sm 
of olives, and purple coloured. . Tlie trees arc allowed to 
produce at each crop, from forty to three buodred pods, 
each containing thirty null, weighing one ponndi^aliter a 
few days, the nuts are separated from the pods and dried 
in the shade, during which period, they suner great beat, 
when they are put into barrels ready for exportation. 

The indigo plant ia a knotty- shrob, produced from iced, 
it grows about two feet bom tbe ground, amving at pcc^ 
lecUoD in two nonllu ; this plant re^^i(c■ a wcy jtwmr. 
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riant sol), whith uugbt to be tcpl free ffoHi' -weids : tlie 
seed u enclosed in smsll brown poils, :ke lear grows m 
pairs, and is darker above thtm befow, but at the end nf 
each shoot in this sbnib, "ue leaf grows single— the young 
shoot issues from the base. Whea all the green is rut off, 
the entire crop is tied in clnslers, and placed in a tnb tilled 
with' water, coveted over with heavy logs of wood, by way 
of prcssers ; thus kept, it begins to work in less than six- 
teeu huurs: the water appears to boil, and becomes ttf a 
violet or gatter-blue colour, extrHcting all the graia or co- 
louring niRtter from the plnnt. Jn ihjs situation, ihe )i- * 
(]U9r IS UrawTi off into another tub which is rather less, 
when the remaining trash is picked up and cast awny— the 
scent of this refuse is so very pernicious, that it is consi- 
tiered to occasion that sickness incidental to this business. 
Beiry; placed in the second tub, the mash is shaken by 
paddles suited to the [nirpose, till by a dexterous mace* 
ratfMt, all the grain separates from the water; the fumier, 
settKug like mudat the bottom, white the latter, appears 
clear and trwsparant on the surface. This water being 
cautiously removed, till near the colonrcd mass, Uie re- 
maininin!; liquor is drawn off into a ihird tub, to let what 
indigo it m.iy CMitain, settle vt the bottom; after which, 
the last drops of water here being removed, the dregs or 
riadigo ia put into proper vessels to drV, where, freed from 
its remalDing dampness, and formed into small rounl ami 
oblong square piece*, it becomes a fine dark blue. At for 
cspurtation. 

, Ginger is the root of a reedy stalk, that scarce ever 
exceeds two feet ia height,; with long slender pointed 
leiives ; these roots are taberoin, small and crowded, id 
vSribns shapes fike pig potatoes, and of a similiir colour, 
butfibrous, soilr,4u)t, ^d spicy; the viwll is odoriferous 
it) the extreme ; tt is also delicious when preserved, and in 
many cases esteemed a valuable medicine. Ginger drink, 
so called b^ the West Indians, is considered a beverage 
at once cooling, delifrhtAil, and whoksome ; thus, is this 
iaestimable root, held high in repaie by the natives, amt 
ptKDctimes made into tea— besides, being used as a spice 
for se"'"""'" 



The Maud of St Cbri«t^>her, lies in 17" 15 north lati- 
tude, and 63" I7 west loogitiMle: il ii about fourteen 
fnfwt IB dicvtv and coatana foctj-lteec tfaouund scvck. 
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liiiiidred and twenty-sis acres of land, ofwiiirb, about se- 
V iiteen ihousttnd acres are appropriated to the growth of 
^iigar, and four lljousand to pasturage. As sugar is the 
iwily c^immoditj of any imporbtnce thai is mi^d, except 
p-ovisions and a little cotton, it is proltable tli<it nearly one 
lialf of the wIidIc island is untit for cultivation ; tlie inte^ 
rior part of the cojintry consists, ioderd, of many rugged 
precipices snd barren mountains ;— Of tliese, the loftiest is 
Mount Misery, (evidently a decayed volcano) whicli rifes 
three tlioH-and sevtn hundred and eleven feel in perpendi- 
cular height from the sea. Tiiere is an immense crater on 
]lie top of this mountain, tlie bottom of which is nearly 
level, and supposed to contain fifty acres — of which seven 
are covered with water, the rest are clothed with high 
grass and trees, among whicli, the mountain cabbage is 
most conspicuous. From the crannies or fissures of this- 
irrater, still flow streams of hot water, which are strong); 
impregnated with sulphur, alum, and vitriolie acid. Nui 
turc, lionever, hqs made abundant amends for the steri- 
lity of the mountains, by the fertility she has bestowed 
u| on the piain;. 

No part of llie West Indies, possesses even the same 
toil that is found in 5l. Christopher's ; it is in general a 
(lark grey loam, so light and porous as lo be peuetrable 
by the slightest application of tlie hoe: it is supposed t4> 
be the production of subterraneous fires, the black ferru- 
ginous pumice of naturalists, finely incorporated with a 
pure ioam; the under sUatum is gravel, from eight to 
twelve niches deep. Clay is no where found, except rt a 
Considerable height in the mountains. Canes planted i» 
particular places, have been knO*n to yield eight tho^ 
sand lbs. of Muscovado sugar from a sin^e acre.— Thu 
isUiud is more favourable for the productWB of so^r IM*: 
my other m the West Indies. 

The woods on the mountabous pit* of this island, har- 
bour abundance of a small species of monkey, iro^ t>f 
which, frequently come down to devour the canes, and da 
great mischief, This iM>nd i* divided into nine parisluSr 
anrf contains four towns and hamlets, viz. Bassetsie, tii« 
capital, containing eight hundred houses — Sandy-point, 
OlW-rbad, and Deep-lay- trf^theie, Ifietwo fiirt nre ports 
of entry, established by law.— T^e fortlfitttioM consut 
•f Cbvkfficpit ukI £rivit(aie^Wl^ bath Mw Santy-raitt ; 
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three bftttetics at Bauetac, one at Fig'tne'Bi^, motlwr 
at Palnteto-point, asd tomt imall oiks of no great ini- 
portancrv The proporliMi which St. CbrutopMl'B cmi- 
tribute «4th the other ulantli, towards an bonourtble pro^- 
vuion for the soTerMor-geiieial, is one thousand cnireiMV, 
pet aanani, which is settled on him bv the auembly, im- 
nediately <Mi bis ai rival ; he has besides, soine other per- 
quisit^Si and in time of war they are coiuiderable. 

Each island within ihis goTerament, has ■ separate 
Council, and each of them an Atseuibly or Hoiiie of Re- 
presratitives. In St. ChrislMiher's, the Council consista 
of tftt tnembers, bnt it is seldom that more than seTm 
are preseut. The House of Assemblj is compcwed of 
tweoty-ibnr repmeotatives, of whom, fifteen make sqno- 
xnm: the requisite qualification, is a {jeehold of forty 
acres of land, or a house worth 401. a Tear. Of the eleo 
tmn, the qualification is a freehold of lOl. per annum^- 
The governor of this, aiid the ^ther islands in the same go- ' 
Temment, is cbancellor by his office, and in Bt. Christo- 
pher, sits a&wb Attempta have been made to Join soma 
of tiw council with him as in Barbadoes, but wittmut soc- 
eess^the inhabitants cbusiujE; lather to submit to the ex- 
pence and delay of following the cbanceHot to Antigua, 
tfaan sufler Ibe ine<mveni(ncy of having on the cbaaceiy 
beBc!u*,judge»— some of whom, it is probable Abm Iheir 
lita^oD and cuoDectioiis, may be interested in the event 
of every suit that happens to come before them. 

In this island, as in Jamaica, the jurisdiction of both 
King's Bench and Common Pleas, centers in one superior 
court, wherein justice is adniioistered by a chief justice, and 
four puisne judges; the chief is appomtcd by the orown, 
the ruliers by the governor, in the King's name — and they 
alt hold their commission during pleasure. The office of 
chief judge, is worth 6001. per annum. The emoluments 
of the aesistanl judges, are trifling. The number of white 
inhabitants are four tbonsani), and taxes are levied on 
(wenty-six thousand negroes. Tliere are about three hun- 
diud blacks and ninlattoes of free condition. . 

In this happy island, as in Barbadoes, the mild breath 
of [^iJanlhrupy whispers consolation, and softens burdens 
It cannot wjiolly remove. The negro, unacquainte<l with 
■itigcial wants, Jvwks up to bis master for the neccssariea 
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^hA-^iBi tfbe fiaib biU«r nuNgM «itfc the nmt, ke 
U led to acknowled^ (bat life iUelf u composed of these 
ay p ^ a itW"— h« ««Ui not that p»w«r aqjaatly bestowed 
wbifth Ik ri];htly Uted, neilher is eaVy exeiled at tbe proa-. 
pwity heisbares; gralitude prompts wilUng (ibedie»oei-aad 
anoothi tht lUf^d brow nf labour — tlra faitbiid sIat«^ 
ptond of te Btrencthf esetts himself to pajp Ibe debt be 
ovras, thadis kind Fiovideuce for tbe gitt, and dwerfulf 
wniles at fatigue. 

Nevis ; this romaotic little ^let is nolbiog more tbaa a 
single MOsnlaiD. ruing like a cow in an easy asccDt Ircaa 
the MB— the cireomference of its base not exceeding eiglit 
EJiglish leagues: that the istand wae.produced by apmB^ 
vaMinic ex^ononi tjiete aa^ be no doubtf for.twie js tu 
baUow or crater .near tha snmnit. which ooMaks: a hot: 
spring, stiWgly ■ Apregnirfed wife anlphuf and, adphatf 
- ' ...... „i^p^ 



The «eimtiT ia wdl wattred. and the land in geooid^- 
fertile; a anall pn^Mirtit* towardi (hi autnnst of. tbe> 
itland excepted, which answers, faowcTCf, for the gnmtkt -■ 
qt ground prQviiions— ancfa aa y»ta» and otfier escnk^ t«k 
getablea. The soil is strong; the best ie a loose blacfcr 
mould,' or a clay in some places ; the vpper Bimnm is * 
«iff clay which requires labour, bnt property dirided aotl 
pulverised, repaw the, labour besiowed on it The gene^ 
ra\ produce of sugar (its only staple production) is one 
bogdieadofswleeticwt.pCT acre," frtm all the canes tkat 
ftre annually cut, which being about four thousand seres; 
tfie return of the whole, is sn equal uumbcr of hogs« 
^ada. 

This island, small as it is. is divided mto' five parishes p 
it contauu a toriii called Charles Town, the seat of go- 
vernmeiJi and a port of entry. There are two oilier ship- 
ping places, called Indian caslle and New-castle: tfie 
principal forlitication is at Charles Town, and 13 called 
Cliarles-fort. The commandant ia appointed by the crowny 

but receives it salary from the island. The government 

in the ab?ciice of the governor- general, is administered by 
llie presidwit of the Council. This board is composed o{ 
Ihe presid«^nt and six other members. The House of A^ 
•ejuhly, consists of fifteen re))rtse&taUveB, thiea £»r euk 
L„,....,C.ougIc 



TBI W8T IBTBIES. ttfl 

patnh. The aitminislratHiti of eotamaa bnr, is bmIct tbe 
^nHtaocefrfa chkf justice, MidtwoamiitairtjttdgM; Uiiae 
u an office for the reeislry of deed*. The number of 
wbrte nahabitHnts u six nundtvd, white that of Yfat Mctoes 
■4 ten thousand. 

Nevis is enlivened by a variety of .Ibe most Mebantiw 
prospects, in ihe numerous islands which surround it, a^ 



is'only aerated from St. Christopher's by a sMaH cban* 
tiel. 

AiDon; tlie various frnits wilb wliich Nevis xbouDdA. 
die guava is most diatinguiijhed ; wlieit preserved it* tiMe 
is d^ious. The guava-tree grows to die height ol twenty - 
fiwt, with leaves resembling those of ibe pluiii-lree, it » 
light-coloured and heautiHilly adonted by tiie fiiiit, whteb 
is a bright yellow, oval, and about the sbe of a goltku 
pippin, inolosing a reddisji pulp, full of small swd^ — the 
pulp is very'swee^ and cau be eatea taw, or ytade iiato jetlv 
or marmalade. ' 

The fruft called the sour sop, arows oii a rreo of a ma- 
derate size, the bHrk is grev andthe ie^vfs similar r« tlfi>se 
.of Ihe oraugelree, biU set in pair, ;' il,e' fruit is of a p*- 
ramidical form, more wergl.iy i|,an tlie hiige« pear. c«- 
.vered all over with harmless prickks; the skin is tiii*v the 
pulp a soft pithy substance, as white as milk, and ot H 
svreet flavour bitude.i with a moit pleasing acid, in which 
are seeds lihe the i-jrge kerr-els of an ai^ift 

Tbesapodilla is a fruit which grows on a.largeli^a, 
the leaves are like thnie oi the laurel, ihe fniit is SurZ 
'^J PW'ch, round. j.i>d of u brov» colour, ov-^rspreSl 
iMiade. m whicl. are the :*eeds— it is so eitceedina sweet 
that many people di,Iike diis, othe.wise, deJigbtlul fruil., 

The-mammee apple, gi^ws on a tree ahont the tiee of 
^ormpj-tree, the bark is of » grey colour, the wood 
wWtoh and coarse ; the le;.ves thick, glos^v, atnl of a iw 
Mgular sbape, divested of fibres: this fruit is ala«.t 
rMmd,aad about fii-e or six iadies io diameter, overapnwl 
■iSn™ T "'^'^ '^^; ^'"^ >*"*? '"'^ ^^ "<■!«" •^^ 
WW ■^"'^- "^^^"^ '^■» ^S' «««» •itb tote, 
*«wfe. .TV mmam apph: ia tart*, i. wy ww^ar. to 
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Sli?ulr»S«"' <^ W"' '""» • " " " f^'-'f^- 

The Bi«ubio-siit ^mfs m clmtm on » liej, Oj "- 
fre ..^l^ «.ti.|. r..-b.t mu.;!. n.o« excelkM «|M> 
roasted in hot ashe*. . 

Tilt .1»BW«, S'°" » • 8"5 """'' """^ "*"*' Si 

:lS^£w°n r.^" .odElntioo... filled l.ilhn™.ro». 

?^. ;» r^r« aiid boiled : it tastes Me tlio Engli-h tiw- 
"• ""i^ Te^v u.^ for eoufe«io«a,y and ,».etme.t.-. 
Sn^oi -'»iiriU b,o»oo», being botb delie«e 
and wholesome. 

tl.ecrj.tal .ttaini. '''"Ed bS^; it ratt.ki of lb. 
,b»p.t. P»':\'°''''°VSf_2"w,..«nnu,oflb. 
tma<!.i;itj »b«:!> r"u'i S a.S Sfi. the ft.it.d Ira- 
genlleb«.»e, "S^' , ,rS;„r od. pon«|!t..»te., fis., 

attrib«te,Metesl ^' «."" "^ " S.e. of life, «"» 

■able lOO of """"VfZLlin, mnrderer, imtepentiog, 
.pinat bnoandy, tta "°««W " , ;„ 50I. Bat 
;Sj. th.pt.ae °™'5r';„f'S„eTbb neishbrntr, be tna-t 

;-i't,'r!.j:'o;Va;r^;-ir„^^^ 
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imS. wUoli it dirickd b«t«re«n tbt fiscal sni! fbe o*iier of 
tbe^aye; and yet, obi aBd revene, sfaould tbe-pwr ne- 
gro, by gmvoBi Injury impelkd, ruse bis Imnd igahist a 
wItUe, Uk oOendiDg liinb is cutoff— ves, Ihougbbe should 
beboU the Wife he Iflves, ferc«d to the anni of m« sbe 
loatbs; though be sbooM bear tbe~ piercine erie« of hts 
Wter, or the move feeble (daint of tbe motber who sup- 
i>lied bb mtmt wauti— n he ineiisible to the voice of ni- 
taire t knows be tiot The PcfiBcd invisorating sentunent of 
lorel camittt be ftH syapathy for me woe aaotherl res. 
ye tynnti, ye kaow he cab, or why Ibe compaww you 
give nin in ue fiddt. 

Tlie women on most of the plaotaticms, are compelled tn 
^'^rfbciB tbe same kbmir with the hoe and mattock ^ the 
men, evm tbongh pregnaul or suckling tlieir tnfiinis, 
which they niuully ao for two years ; tliese poor little 
neglected beiugs, are left under tbe care of an old neE>ro 
woKan, who when tbey can be no longer ap)>eased, bring 
them to their modier in tlie fields. No sooner is the tear 
of infant grirf cbnsed away, and tbe smiling babe clinch 
deligbted to the throbbing bosom of ils anxioas motber, 
than it ta fouglily torn away ; she durst not attempt to 
prevent the act. yel casts a look of eiotjuent supplication, 
and with wishful ga», marks tbe retiring footsteps (tf the 
relentless nurse, as quick from her sight she bears away 
he* darh'ng: she sturt» t -and momentarily suspemls her 
worii. Unmoved by ili^lrest, like one with stupid apathy 
filled, the cruel ovetttfer, who understands not tbe lan- 
guage of tbe miud, elevates tbe nbip and strikes his vic- 
tim. No sense of pain extorts complaint, a patient suf- 
ferer sbe-prov«B by her fortitude, the strength of inateriutl 
love : hut, there are bnurs ^wileu sullen grief, no longer 
able to support tbe child of misery, wrings from tlie ev« 
tbe tear of woe; the body jieids, the miud shifs, and Iha' 
severe task remains unperformed — 'tis then the bosom, 
warmed by connubial love, feels for tbe listiess parlutr of 
bis heart ; roused ?re bis faculties, energy awakened, ba- 
iw'sbes erery selfish thought— the hampered arm fingets fa- 
tigue; the relaxed sinew, nerved, witii fresh stren^tli, ap- 
pears invulnerable, and tenderness nrges more than oatutt 
can perfbrm. 

- ^BBc on those beings, whom refinement has twighl w' 
■w*! 4lcfitw tfae^KctiTc pwsions o5 tbe soul,, to tt«e the 



trader chord nhere dwells social affectuHi, and make that 
chord vibraleto mUery. And > have they discovered soft 
conpfisiioii in the rugged busom of a oegro 1 yes, ihey 
have ; 'tis im that discovery Ihey build their hopes, and 
the owDCTof a plantation, insatittle for gaipj always send a' 
nan and Horaau to work together, by which conlrtvance,. 
the work of two men is generally pertbrHiet); asthe poor 
negro will double his diligence, to leswn the su&riii^ of 
his unfortitnate companion, who ia perhaps, his wife,: mo- 
ther, or si'^ter, far advanoed in pregnancy, a slale that ex- 
empts them not from tiie severest hardship*. From thi» 
want of atlenlion to fite condition of. the female field ne- 
groes, and to the over exertions of the men for their relief, 
is attributed tlieir enrly death ; 'lis indeed, a nKlancboty 
truth, that these miserable' crettu res seldom enjoy ii <lal« 
«f lon<;evity ; cruelty and imccasing toil, cuts tlie thread 
<jf existence:— Thus, death la tlie only friend the H^ro 
knows, lie viens bin) divested of all terror, eourts his 
aid, and ioiplores liim to burst abunder the bonds of frail 
luortaiity-— and this, the pleasing vision of his unenlicht- 
ened mind— that he shall one day be free ! The whip's 
firead track, no wore salute bis eart — he caae no more 
pressed by liis baud, yield the sneet lie durst not ta,4t#— 
his lleaveu is peopled by ttie objects of his love ; bnil, oh ! 
bliisir, ye christians! hi: p^ture of happiness is not con-' 
traftcd by yuiir misery. No litll, uo place of piioiabineiit 
iababiled llj you feasts li'i.-, iinagiudtiun, or gluts lii^ re- 
vtuge; pjinioii him, if like you, occupied withhisown 
fe icHv, be thinks not of others, but leaves to Heaven 
wlut surely Heaven will bcstoH. 

ll$\v Mrii^iux 'lie dill'creiK-e, Iwtwceo ihe cLequcred life 
of ilic wjari) mid iliat of the planlet ; this son of indolence, 
,(ijo eucuafed to sleep sound, (or perhaps fiom the fre- 
quent ii:i|B lie takes during the day) rises about six 
o'clock in the nioruing. awl saniitevs to the portico, where 
his coB'ee is readv prepiiied— sis or seven fine young slaves, 
both mate ami iV^^iuale, are employed hi alteiidiug him ; 
one hands his colfee, another replaces liis spooo, while a 
third, awaits Ihe emptying of bis tup: this sclf-ia^gined 
oiouarcl). is ue« visited by his prime minister, the over- 
seer, who punctually attends him every moniin" ; ha*ing. 
made bis obedience at a respectful dtstaoce, he immu- 
diatety pioceeda to busmess— -reports what work was per- 
&roied ifae day before, what uegroes deseit^. died, ME 
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91, recAvrred, 'were bought, or bom ; be (tecomes thr un- 
feeling accuser of the nnfortaoBte (telinqucnlj, who are 
usually. gii'eMnt, and points out which of ihern neglecud 
TljcirwpVk, feigned sickness, or was absent; the ne^o 
■driver is I hen ordered to perform hia office, tlie eattieation 
commences under the inspection oftjie overseer, Who w 
pique directs, forgets to count liie lashes, 'wlwch oflen ex- 
ceeit'the oiftnce. For a tricing failure of duty, thirly- 
nine are considered sufficient ; tbese are hiflieted with long 
bcmpen whiles, thut eiit round at every lash : wliwi crime 
.claims ;^reater punishment, the number of lashes are en- 
creaScd to one huwlred, or as many more » caprice di- 
rect. The culprit, eilher man or wotnan, is tied to a 
jreej'iir.hfW down by four men, cai'h holding an arm or 
leg; ('uiiug lliis st-vere iiifliclimi, the planter lonks on 
wiihi calm indiflference, as if deiif lo tfie piirciii!; shriek* 
'wUifU almost rciids the air.— -[See the Friintiipiece.} 

Unmoved, be listens to the report of the diressy n^ro, 
(b black surgeon) irlio is employed lo altend llie sick. 
.Envies' l^is unwelcome moswBger, is pencmlly dismissed 
-with execrationt, for the intetligeoce be brings. 'Hie plan- 
ler then, as ii for consolation, saunters about his estate, 
or on horsebafk' views his stores ; the contemplation of hi&. 
Ttches, U the only enjoyment he can tnste, for as datlcry 
■is sweet lo the weak mind, so is power to flie Kmbitious ; 
can then Uie planter disregard the source from whence kk- 
power Hows t Tnis pampered mortal, in all tlie parapher--' 
nalia of assumed coiisetjuence, walks forth in his tnuming 
dress, »hich ' conjiis of a loose flowing night-gown of 
the ^oest India -chiitfz, on his liead he wears u cottoft 
night cap, of the choicest texture, and over ihat a large 
beaver lial. Which securely defends him from the suit, his 
trowsers are^f fine liolloud, bis shirt, the neck of which is 
open to admit the air, is equally costly, nor are his white 
tilk S'lKkiiigs and red mOrocco slippers, objects of less^ 
eousideralion with him ; he would not be seen without 
those appendages. ' 

' From this stroll, be returns about eight aud partakes of 
breakfast, provoking an appetite by tlie aid in ham, bti' 
ton, hung beef, fowls or pigeons, broiled plaulains, and 
sweet cassavas roasted ; bread, butter, and cheese, witb. 
Whicb be drinks a glass of Madeira, Rhenish or McH'aeli! 
#ioe i while the obsequious overseer sits at the faithci cui 
a 2 
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of the table, keeping ^ sa awaful diittsce: both uc «fe- 
tmdcd by the fijicst staves ttoit can b« s«l>e«tefl. 

The npait ended, the plants, oppretied i«ithlai]£Hort 
nt£S al vacancy, and wlicn sufficiently airaVeoed (mm 
nia stupor, atteiripts to divert liim self with a book, phtya 
»t chess or billiards,' till ifae lieat of the dav rentimls biia 
of bis meridian nap ; he. retires to his hammock, where he 
is fanned by two slaves ; his sleep is seldom profouad, so 
that if In intends going ahroad, be gets up in time to 
dress for dinner ; bis trowscrs are exchanged for a piir of 
■ilk breeches, willi which he wears a tfain coat and waist' 
coat, both white, and a hat lined with green; disdaining 
to he attended by one valet, he generally employs three. 
A negro boy puis on his shoes and stockings, whicli be 
likewise buckles, while another dresses his hair, and the 
third hohls his clothes or Cms him, during the t^tigufl of 
dresMng, which is diq>ensed with if he dines at hornet in 
that case his nap is Ungtheaed till snMW>Md te diwMt. 

, This nieal, geiwrally eensist* of tab, flcebi f«vl, vtaismw 
wg«tabl«% fruits, anq the ^oieest wines : after which, a 
f up of stroaij coffee, and 4liqiK«fini^ tite repast.-— He 
is visited agam at sii o'clock by bis overseer, aecvmpanicd 
the same as in the tnoniiiie. vy ne^ro diivers aod pit- 
Boaers, when tbe flogging is renewe<l: aA«r which, tbeoe- 
eassary orders bcaac given fer the next day's work, the 
whole patty is disnissed, and tIte evening spent with ca^s, 
we^k punch, and sangaree, which is contp<»edofMad«ra 
wine, nutmeg, sugar and water. About ten or elevoi 
o'clock, tb« planter Retires to rest, and is undressed by his 
■Lives. In this cheerless round of insipidity, he passes his 
life, onmaiked by one act of benevolence; cruelty and 
seifisbaess are bis characleTietica ; and while be riots ui lux- 
ury, be disregards the welfare of those beings, who s» 
Ui^y contribute towards it. 

Antigua, is situated about twenty leagues to Ihe cast-, 
ward of St. Christopher's; the land is veiy fertile, but , 
ihere is not a siii^e spring or rivulet of fiesli water io Ihe 
bland; tbey have, tiierefore, contrived eblerns tbat boht 
rain water, which is astonishiugW light, pure, and whole' 
tome. Antigua, is upwards of'^fiAy miles in riroumferi 
4Uce, and contains fifty nine ilioHsauil eight hundred an<( 
thirty-eight 4CKS of laud, of which, about three tboasnA 
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fbnr bnndrcd, are ttpprnprmt*^ to tlie growtft of sngnr 
and pasturage, Annexed to its older principal staples^ 
are cottit), wool, Hiirl tubacco. This Hlnid coiiittms two 
<litifere»t kinds ofsciil— tbe fir>t, a blark nioiild on a sub- 
ilnlum of clay which ia nalurally rici',. and when not. 
checked iy etcemive dFOuglits, to which Anligua is par- 
%ubriy sHb.iectt verv prochirtife ; ibe other b a stiff clay 
on a siibitlralutn of marl, jl is ninch \fss fenile than the- 
jormer, and abounds with an iiradicable kind ofgrais^ 
in sucb a irinoner, tfant inuny ealates cmnisting of that kind: 
Afsoi), which were <»ce ver^ profitable, are now so im- 
poverished and overgrown witli this Miri of i;ras8, as eflher 
t» be cMiverted into pasture tand^ or to become entirely 
abandoneil — exclusive of such deserted land, and a sina^ 
part of iht: country that is unimproveahle, eiery part oS" 
tbe iskuii luaji be sa^ to be und«c cuttivatioa^ 

In the jear 17^9^ tbeve was no bU of i«ia &r seveib 
moDtlts, whereby, there was uot only no crop of tugarn 
but five thousand Itead of horned cattle, periled fur want 
of water. Tbe white inbaliitnnts of all ages and sexes, are- 
two theusand five liuudred audi nioely ; negroes,, thutf- 
■even tbaiuand eight bundreiL 

, Autj^a, is divided mto sis iranshei and eleven districts^ 
aud contains sis towns and vJIIagea.-^St. John's, tlii» 
town which is tbe capital,. wa» nearlj destroyed- by fire^ 
on the 17th of August, 1769. upwards of two bundled 
and sixty bouses were consumed, besides wharfs, cranes,. 
Ac. Parbam, Falmotrth, WUIoughby, Baj„ Old Iluad"„ 
and James Fort ;, of whicb, Ibe two fot are legal porta of 
entry. " 

No island in this part of tBe West rntiies, can-Boasfof 
» many excellent harbours ; of tbese, tbe prmcipat axe: 
English harbonr and St. John's, both well fortified— and» 
»t the Jbrmer, tbe Britbb government has- establlsbed m 
royal navy yard and arsenal, and: conveniences' fw careen^ 
mg sh^M of war. 

"■ 2^^* "'i***^'? *****'*l'»''™«tj eonsiits aftwo Ee^inentsaff 
onnnhy, and two of foot militia ; there are lili^^e, ai 
squadron ef dragoons and a battaiipn of artillery, botba 
MJsed in Ibe island ;, and tfie re^hrs- recieixa- a^ ^in^ 
fay^ as. in lamaicak 

*3i 
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, Hie-Iegblalure of Aulif^i ie coropoM(I'of'tbeC«n»t 
niaodcT in Ctiier, n CoudcU oonsUiuig of twMvK iiieBir>: 
b«rs, ami an Assembly of tuentjr-tive. It ii v«ry 
miicb to its honour, that it preseutol the first cxampletot 
iJie sister islands, of a melioration of tbo cf iniin^l Uw ie9- 
j^ecliQ^ negro slaves, by giving tlieaccused purty. the be~ 
relit of a trial by jury; and aliouiog, in ibe caseof mjuIaI 
utnviclinns, four itays between (be time of seslent-e aad 
execution. It is still more to tlie honour of tl)e people oC 
Antigna, tballbey have eiKcurageil in a. )>articu[ur wan- 
ner, tlie laudable endeavours of certain pious n>en vhur 
have undertaken from Lbe purest motives, to enligbten 
tlie minds of ihe negroes, and lead theni into the kaow< 
ledge of religious trutb. 

An account of the nurnbe* of nt^roes cdavwted by tbo 
society, may not be considered uninteresting ; 

The Unitas Fnilma), commonly bnowB by the name 
of Moiaviaus— the number of negro slaves converted, udt 
der lbe care of the brethren, at Ihe end of the yetr 1787^ 
waS( in Antigua, nearly five thousand fotif bundred and 
sixty-live : in St. Kilt's, a nevr mission; eighty in Barbs? 
does and Jamaica ; about one hundred in St. Thomas ; 
St Croix and &t. Sua, about ten thouMsd; in SHiiaain^ 
four hundred slill living; in the West ^ies and Suioir 
nam. Sixteen thoifsand and forty-five. 

Moiitserrat, is about three leagues m lengtb, and a» 
many in breadtli, it is supposed to contain about thirty 
thousand acres of laud, of which, almest two HiirA Oie 
very mountainous and barrea. The land in cultivation, '» 
aii^ropriated neirly as follows: — In suear, sixteen thott- 
.aand acrrs; iu cotton, provisions, and . ]MBluntgc, two 
Ihotisand acres each. None other of the bi^^icat stspVe* 
are raised ; its average crops are about twoth*«saiid a^sM 
hundred and tbirty-seven hogsheads of sugar, of sUkfm 
, G*t. one thousand one hundred puncheous of rum, ui^ 
two hundred and seventy bates of cottoQ ; they ate pror 
duccd b? (belabour of one thousand three hundred whit^ 
.and ten thc^usand tteg^oes. ^e gorenHarat is admini*- 
tered in this, as in the other ishuKu, by a tegislatuie »£ Ha 
oWn, under the Captaia-gcneral : the Covncil coBiiats^ of 
MX nembera, and the Assembly of enght, two fren oub 
•f tbt four distiicti, into wluchit is divided j uAllic pnw 
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'yMftioa which MmitBerrat contriliiitw to th« salwy of the 
OiptaiB-^gmeral, k 400t. p«r annum. 

Tlie atrimi bird, ie enmnran to most of these island, 
and is a hind of sea $whIIdw, coRimonly called l!ie stbrnh 
bird, from its supposed property of torettlling a tempest* 
The calonr of this bird 'n a very deep blue, spproaching 
to black, and enlivened by some vHriegated tints ; its size 
is about that of a large martin or swallow, it is web-foot- 
ed, the bill i* very Ion;; and sharp, and Hie wii^s of an 
cxtnwdinary length, which enable it to fly very hst, and 
for a considerable time, skimmin™ with wonderful switV- 
neasarouud the horiaOD. It subsists eHtirdy upon fish,, 
which ia probably the cause of its being sensible of the 
first indications of whatever prevents its usual supply ef 
ftrnd — it then flies alon§ with grvat rapidity in order to 
avoid the stotra, but if overtaken by it, drops hs wings, 
and flsats apon the swfilce of the waves. 

The do^ia is a most beautiAit fish, ami what exciter 
adiBicatian is, the BstiVaMbd and dazeling brilliancy of its 
cotoun in the water. Hie entile back being enamelled witk 
spots; between araire blue and a reflecting light sea-green, 
OH a very dark ground, which appears as bespangled til over 
with diamonds, and forais a striking contrast to the belly 
wliich is of a whitiA cast; the fina'and tail are of a golden 
. hue ; the length of this aninial is front five to six feet, its 
form tapers. from the- head towards the tail, which is di* 
Tided and terminates uot unlike the sh^ieofa crescent; 
the head ia round, and preceeded.by a kind of snout, th» 
jaws are anued with severa^sfaarp teeth, the eyes are ex^, 
ceeding hirge, the scales of the dolphin are uiicommoDly 
small, and Uis fhnrished' with a fin which runs along iia 
back, from ^e extremity to the other. ' 

' "Vhc %mg tish is abeirt the siie of a berriiig; the bscit 
of IhisdiiiAial it flat and of an olive brown colour, the 
sktu and belly of a resplendent sansry white— the moutk 
small, tke eyes l^trge, th& tafl bifurcated, and the scalea 
fanrdv smooth and silvery ; vpoa occasions, Ihe pectoral 
fiB»-aHBsed as wings by this Ibh, yet no tongn-tlmu while 
they coMiatie wet*— fwr as soon as the moisture i» dtM, 
the animal drops back toto the sea. The surfiice ^ theae 
£us-«re-of wgolden hue, beautifhtty variegated near the 
idgw w^-^>ot»ef'azurelrfa^-tbetf -kngtb is equal to 
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. tbst «f the body of tite fish, and its Sight, nliicb'isimd^p- 
takeu to avoid tlie pursuit of the dolphin and other large 
fish, u always straight forward, and of short duration, oB- 
account of tHe nrcessity of repeatedly Welling its wings. 

The saw-fiih carries ao ofiensive weapon ; the projecting 
bone of tbia is thfee <ir four feet loiig, &vt, and both sides 
ifnned with strong sliarp pointed spUes, which give it Ihe- 
fomi of a saw ; lliis suw, which is covered ov«r wiUi the 
suine rough, 9Uni>/, darkish coloured sliin, that covers the- 
whole aniniai, begins to sfM^ad itself near the eyes, sod 
tims continues spreading till it forms the head of a dsttisbi 
triangular appearauue— 4:lose to which, aie the two pect»* 
rbl fins; above the eyes are two large lioles, wliieh^are sup-- 
posed to be tbe organs of hearing, and not iuteoded by jut- 
- turefor tbe purpose of spouting wafer; almost directly un- 
der them is the mouth, which is something iu the form o£ 
a' balf-mooD, apparently without teeth ; and, between tliat 
and the under part of the spiked saw, are the nostrils : the 
body of the saw-fish is noiaiucb larger than the head, 
with two strong dorsal fins, the one near tlie middle, the- 
otlier Dear the tail, which is, partly bifurcated and raised 
perpendicular, thelargest part upwards witliout rays; tike- 
bacB is. covered over with a dark slimy skin,~%e whole- 
^nuing a very disguatiug appearance. This fish fights, 
with the largest wliales, till tbe sea all around is died with, 
blood, seldom quitting its adversatj till it has vanc^ishid. 
and kUled it. This monster, out of the water, measurrfr. 
fpurt^n feet. 

' The sun fowl, is so calfed, because when it entrads its. 
wings which* it frequently does, there appears on tbe uk 
terior part of (Kch wiiig, the most beaulinil repreaeotatioB' 
of a sun. This bird is aboitt the size of a woodcoclf, o£' 
a golden colour but specklad ; its ^gs are slender, as also. 
its bill, which is pertectly straight and pointed^with thfe,. 
it darts at the flieFi while they creep with ducb wonderfoL 
dexterity jtiid rapidity, that it never misses the object 
wbich eunslilules its priocipal food : this faculty reuderB. 
it useful as well as amusing. Its. body is in perpetual mo- 
tion, and its tail keeps time like the peudulutn of a olodi. 
Tfaii bird, is likewise called the Toucan or Ely Catcfaer. 

'The C^ibbean'wreais laihec lai«E than tke^ Eoglitb 
wreiv which ia its pliisugc. itmucE tcsemblei. lLfi*> 
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«iiMtly pefcfces upon the window-rfintterf, with the Sua- 
liarily or th« robin — from ibt d«lcet wflrbtiag, it has beea 
humoured' bjp many with the name of the Sotrth Amcricaa 
ni^tmgale. 

- The lanfer, » a spcdei ef the kinproa that are cangftt 
in the Thames ; tjiey are not large but very (at, of a reBnd 
sliape, slimy and'gluttnoiu ; its colour a bluish ^reeu with 

Sifcm Efwtg, except the bell? iriiicb u white. ^This &h. 
eUMnhnoD, frequents both the sea and the rivers. 

The macrely fi«y. rescnibles a macharel, iriieDoe it iMft 
its sane, only its colour it more bluish, and not aeor sa 
spkadid. 

Tbe casbcwmtt, grows on tlieedgieof apnIpys1A■taDCfr 
like a large pear, which is prodiicM tm a middle-«»d 
tree, with « grey bark and large thick leaves. TUs tve* 
distthanet ainiMpsrent gun, v^ob, whe« disMlwd ift 
mler, nas Hk coanstency of ^ne. 

Of Borrelj thaic ara two hiods, tibe cobuhmi and A* 
red-'tke latter g rom upon a shrab, aod is cacdkBt fat 
prakiug jam or marma t ad e — s orrel di^, is «OMidered ^ 
tfceiMlivei a huost agiMsbIc bewM^l it iilihnriM mad* 
hto tarts. 

. The An^icaa aloe, issplautabont halfa footin thick* 
Mss, ^d near twenty &ct high ; it is as eve^reen, pitln 
withiu and without, vTer^^f ad with sharp pointed foHi^ 
eles, growing smaller a9 they reach the summit. This tree» 
has innuinenible tliicli leaves departiof; at its base, whicb 
ave long, broad pointed, and destolated with strong 
prickles : on the top, grows a bunch df yellow flowers 
whose leaves contam the seed of future aloes, whicb never 
lailof coming to perfeclioa, in the ^aceoftwommitbs. 

The vanilla, is a shrub which creeps up along tha tmtdi* 
of other tree«, stickbg close to the bark like ivy ; by th» 
aidof its tendrils, the leaves are very thiek, andofadark 
green. Tbe fruit consists of a triaugular po^ seven or 
eight inches loAg, and filled with small polished seeds; 
these pods being dried a fortnight in the suu becoaw 
brown, having a fat, rich, aromatic ta&te, aud the mMt 
agreeable Atvour. It is used to aieut cbocotoe. . . 
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IcRmotDpUnQticiDgthe .ieasamine, which 90WS OB a 
small lite-T-itUofapale, but loveJy red colour, and most 
fragnml in scent : the Uaves are thick, glossy, and fiUed 
wilh a milky juice ; besides Ihis beautiful Sower, (bere 
aie'maoy otbers eqaally worthy of notice ; but a minuie 
dbgcription of' them, would exc««d the- iimita of these 
pages. 

I will, therefore, turn from inanimate, to the animated 
creation, aud once mnrespeakof tbe negroes, whose eoiv- 
dition in this island, is sad indeed I Tlieir tasks, with some 
nutsteriarenevpr peribrtned, as tbey must labour on day 
^pdnJKhl; thus, aAer digging a trencb of five hundred 
ffet, by four o'clnck in the aftemoon, which the negro 
supposed to be the wltole of his task, he is lotd if he 
«oHld di(| live hundred feet by four o'clock, he could cer- 
Jtainty finish sevothHudmi before sun scl ; «id, this he is 
^•wpellod to peTfonn, though wilh Jill the bitter anguish 
tafdtfwpfmiutmeDt, for his haste was mspiied by ifae reeol- 
lectioD of his beloved family, and the desire or culti^atiiig 
hb little garden to support them. If be dares to reflect fop 
A'ttn^mentaMl slights his work, be immediately is recalled 
by Ike ap}ilie&li(uiof the whip, «nw-skin, or bamboo. Ill 
tuied,.bis grief insulted and mocked, the mihappy skre, 
though susceptible of every ptts«ioD, is not aJkwed to give 
them vent ; considered as a mere machine, which \tben set 
in motion, performs the purpose it is designed for : toil and 
Dlisety is his inheritaure ; beexpef ieoCes noalleViittioii, knows 
so change— in vain he looks for a ray of comfort, to cheex 
the devious path he is doomed to tread. What wonder, if 

forn from lus^wite, his family, his relalioos, and forced 
rom those scenes by circumiitaBce endeared, he should 
wbh lo retalliate I slioitid rise agtunst hid oppressors. Is. 
he incaitahle of feeling 1 why spply the whip '( is hta bosom 
go cold, so full of apathy,'lhat it Is iujensble to every 
eroQtV>Ml why excite his compassion by,lhe pat bier _\ on 
lend him in the lield 1 and shall the untutored slave extend 
greater mercy tliao his onlightetKd- owner T }es, he does I 
be lelkves Uie arm which, with imitative stroke, would 
fain exceed the bounds of nature; he scik, he pities th« 
efl'ort, and kindly interposes ; till wasted strength, and a 
frame exhausted by over exertion, sinks bim to an early 
grave; thus ending the generoua strugglo. 

' Most uneducated peoikle,. act more from sudden impulse- 
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tiian decidfd principle ; for, as tbe funner ii inspired by 
tbe monieDt, m> is the latler the nsait of TeBecrioH, Bnd 
seldom ioduences tboK, irbow jMssions are left to ebt»> 
and flow. Whut wooderi then, if tiie keen sense of id- 
jury prompts the opp«sted nr-gro to revolt-— to milrd«rt 
He has l>«ai called barbarous, bmttl, and iohuman.' 
Wbat estiiD|rie lias ibe sona of refinemmt set hfan : a spirif 
of selfisliDess breatbea tbrougboyt Ibeir ever; MtloD.—' 
Tbe aeauiuulatioD of weath tbair only aim, while Ihc 
meatw by which it is atlHined, are disregarded : the cue. 
■8 indolent, the olber i* iiuiaslrioui ; tbe one is uoweiful, 
the other powerless ; one end, one wish, inspirei both; (m^ 
tbis is not ullowed — the slave must feel as a inan, but act 
as a slave : indeed, be mti^ retain' ~no other impr^ssiun, 
than the one which is indelible ; that bis fate is irrever-' 
sible— bis doom umilterably fined. From him, uncer- 
tainty, fulurilv's highest cbarm^ is withheld ; one charac- 
ter mu-ks tiie" dreary page—it'preaaiiU no ehauge— lie la 
divested of that sweet hope, wfaioh wfaiipert— next day 
may bring the good you seek. As the nagroes love with- 
enlhuuasm, so do tbey bate wilb iiHplaiability : they are, 
jeabma, revengeful and cruul— never forget an act of 
kindnesi^ uor ever forgive an injury ; notliing but lieath 
can edvce either fi-uin tlieir memory. Tliey are fdilhful 
friends, but terrible enemies— terrible, because iinawed by 
daiijtrer, misuJiilued by pain, and unninved by supplica- 
lioii: their tiutituile is great, tlieir perseverance uowea- 
rieil, aud their animosity unceasing. Oratitude is ibi^ 
chiiraeleriMic ; and a negro, who has experienced good 
tfeatiuetit troui hi) - iiiester, will, clwerfally lose his life - 
ill hi« service— nay, consider it a trifling ^crtfice. It is ' 
then, that deriviug happme^s from hii stute, be will nr^ 
>t to bttnisli reluctance ; heroically exclaiming, " 1 am but 
_ a poor negro, let me die for you!'" 

Though skilled in simples, and well v«rsed in their res- 
pective propeitiea, the negroes are subject lo many diseases, ■ 
among which, the ino&t destructive b the leprosy ; this ma- 
lady is considered incurable, and is so very infectious, that 
> tbose afllicted with this complaiot, are of uecessily sepa- 
• nied from society, and doomed to perpetual e.\ite m soma 

secluded corner of tbe plantation ^The leprosy awella 

tbe face and bmbs, and tbe whole body is ovenpresd 
with scales and ulcers ; tbe fingers and toes beconie pa- 
trted, drop^ amy joiiit aAerJfun^ Jibe bait fidls o% 
L,,=„,C'OugTc 



■adiWfawtliiamTofibMivek The mm* bmentsble vit 
wfaicMiii tint, UwiiKb Itw ilis«ue Is liopdeu, Uk wivtek- 
«d aomi Bouetiines iin^rsfor yaf». 

The tiAbacs, » * troublesome md tedioiu dinrdcr^. 
««CHioaiBs pkinful b«tcb ki th£ feet, cbi^y n, the soki, 
between tbe skin aud the ftfsh ; the uaaai ranedji in tbis 
cue, ii to bum oat tbe diseaaed part wkb a red-bot iroa, 
•rent it out withaluicet, iBiBedialel<r af^er, the warm 
juice at roafted limea is iafiiHd ioto the wmind. TtM a^ 
pfioaliwi, tkoogh iMtended witii great pan, kUob fails ^4 

Tbe lota is a white Morbutie ^>ot, that cxtcraally ce* 
vers the body. 

Tbe itch, which genetall; comes from poonieM of diet, 
is vaj coainMii witb tbe negroes ; as also the jaws. Tliig 
odious disorder, renders tbe patient a shocking qtedide, 
eoverai him all over with yellow ukers. Most negroes 
have ttni disease, but oniy oum in thvir lines ; it is rery 
hifectiotis, insomuch, that if a fly whKb iias been feedi^ 
■puB tbe sores, (aad they are usually t^ovetcil with tbeni) 
Iqifats upoB the slightest scratch on a bealtliy person, it 
dHntnunicates this terrtlfle disease, which always ctmlines 
him for several mimths. Tbe moat eHeifaal cure &ir the 
ykws, is spare diet, and continual exercise, to promote 
beat ; besides these dreadful alilictioiis |)ec«liar to tlteni- 
■rives, tbe negroes are subject to every CMupbiDt common 
to tbe EaropMUia ; notwithitunding whicfa, they are cheer- 
fill and lively, so that tbeir indisposition is not nicreased 
> by any impression jvoduced 'tn the mind ; not to look be- 
yond the weseiil moment, seems their mlmg principle: 
they are therefore, spared the pang of anticipation, and 
«ve a loose to niirlh, with that esulMrance of spirit wliitb 
oenotes people unburtbeDed by reflection. 

Their chief diversion conebts in dancing ; the negroes 
dance always in couples, the men figurine and footin^r, 
while the women lum round like a top— iheir petticoats, 
expanding like a hoop. During this amusement, the look' 
«rs on, youths and girls, are busily employed; th ' 
yier, ta Banding about the new rum, aad tbe btter^e 
n^ing the perfonoanca. 

I., ...... X'.oogK 



fe>. 
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' ftwy have a very pretty imiocent pastime, canetl the* 
awarce, whiqh; consbtsia pitttbing with a laigAhiad of 
inarhl^— for the want of whicli awarce, nuts or pebbles 
are substituted. These ingeniuus people, have invented' 
various musical histninients, such as tlie qint-qua, a hard 
sounding; board, raised on one side Hke a bootjack, qa 
which they beat time as on a dram, with Mo pieces of 
iron or two booes. 

The hoDow reed, is blown throush the nostrils like the 
nasal ftate of Otahdle ; it has two Vies one at each end^ 
the one serving to sound it, the Other to be touched bj' 
the fiager. 

Tlie ansokbo-baina, b a hard board propped on fioth 
sides like a low seat, on which are placed small blocks of 
dit^rent sizes, which being struck with two frmall stiokt- 
like a dulciniei^ give different sounds that are the most 
^greeble. ' 

" tlie great creole-drnrti, ts's hifflowtree open at one 
end, and covered at the other with a sheep^skin,'Qa wbich- 
diey siet astride, brating time wifh the rnlms't^. tittfe' 
tiandv producing the' rabct of the haat-viol to tile ^t^' 
qpa board. ■ ' 



s^ves fortbe sstne pnriwse as a bass-^flndnt 

- The {nptt'-dnrai, b beaten as fhftotiien.' ' - 

■ttm enail'aanffi'^nm, W beMMi -b^tBef willllBt 
giwt gftfr-awd- ttfr siBallCTeoi»ATi(a; aitfifm -the ftmc^ 



and kept do«m by a eraw'bair, «Katie#elMd«It»tic spMit" 

iiMttW,-'Aal'bM« ends sW4«(«d ^ tyw -ivia'xhmum 
fotedandeftfteut aad, thekkf-frappWlittic^h^ ^ftim» 
(^ a couch or sea-shdJ, which hj biowinff, they^soun* 

flMo^ U Mt U(«te tBHKrtollipilaiinM t»: Ane^i^ 
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cIoM 4be week wiHi a dance-^esMeit wtnqti, ibey ban m. 
gntad ball, once a quarter.— ^On Ibis feitive occuioD, 
nil tbe neigbboariug negroes are invited, and make tbeit 
appearance, dressed in ibeir best; tbe woniea wearing lich 
diuntz petticoais, ai^ llie men, &ie kollaud trowsers. 

Tboagh cnielty and punijhiuents devised by iuvenlivQ 
jnalice, frequently embiiler ibelireof the negro; bow dif- 
ferent bis treatineut in tbe Britisb Coloni e*, to Ihote oC 
liK Dutch Setttements—there, misery wkh unvaried faee. 
febcws tbe sad featyies of fixed despair ; no transient smile 
Yciaxes the fui;^ows of settled misery— no, mirtbfut lally,. 
occasioned by forget fulness, cheats Ibe bosom of its. 
i;rief~~forlom, it throbs or beavesjn unison, with tbe jend- 
ii^stgbr-tbe.fonn4ebiUuied, bespeaks .the vigils of tbe 
Might — iIk suddeu start, the broken sliunber, wbicfa denies 
rettuvalion, all! all ! is strikingyl depicted on tbe care-wnra 
countenance of tJie negro ; be wakes .amid the cUng of 
nhuM, rbaia^ and instruments of torture ! aud, now Jii's. 
hodV feels the mighty pang, as some distended sioew^ 
<;raL'ks: Jiis straining c^*9, watch quick the vital stieasi. 
or mark the filing o) a Umb— tbe fiutterins beact, lb«. 
c<Hivulsed frame, Ijie pulse tremulous Leatmg, witness 
nature's Ust iarcwel— ^e stra^les — rallies, now cevivesi-* 
now droops, and finally yields. 

But, ia Ibf interval of life and death, . Ibe slave, 
half free, be^uu to bail tbe af^Mfoach of liberty — noc 
blame biu, if in tbe hour ofcoiporealsuSiering, he curses 
his tonuenten ; be feds ainoitioo's "''i»™'™g glo"', 
and be who Ins meanlj livetL asfiirea to no^ die ) 
ha scMB* tbe wevhuess o£ coMpUiut— 4iiUed hu.jpsn, 
hwhed his rkmuis, no i^^ n.vn the inifihiBlaijr snit^^ 
befrays his acmy— a imre than fieiucneif iUunes ^ fv^ 
m look of doiaocc, tbe eftct of desperation, renoer his' 
4atn»fl gbaatlj; ami, becaase be hU lotflimaly tue tot 
|Mtj, wmie oouiB exifts* he is calkd callous, banlenedfr 
MM tanfeehiig. That, tliere arr dissohUe segroesv. ai. «f)t] 
■t cnwl laasten, 1 mut adwowjedgf^ but in tliis,i«^ioft: 
cOk^olisiD. the jmushntail too oftoaexceeds the crM#^ 

. A Utn and Iffgcriag c|eaitb» leavea the notJIated wntoh 
to scoff. a«d JB^wetnte ; haw unlik* the vn/effiv* kk 
Kuiaad, whm tbe 'BritiA populace i^joidu in the p»- 

wMMatpf itev^iiv^ Mw tit wjif^ intb w vfcMb 



XK'S ju..ic. »hich condemn. ll» crmral, ll.ej 
fa„?™uh. d.;th of lb. m-n : no tanni or .™lMon^ «. 

mbrit f«l. not ,istani.d to ««ep before .peoMon.. ■ 
S SieW conrem. »bile it soothe, hi. .lli.«H.ii. ^'^r'" 
it.Ulo«, »»d till, him »ilh love to«.rd that K.c»lj h. 
has injured. 

\ floe old ne5ro, begn.led bj the temptation of .0». 
«.» rent t>ro.eS fitgetfnl oflhe»h.|., and stole a bot- 
7" f" ;hVh. he J, .e..t.-need to rem.. Ino Imndre.l 

at,,,! from ,{. l.r"•"•^"^'7 'X St'XT 
and when recoven-d, wa* chained to tlie fuinaie wloei^ 
SlUihentnt. then to keep in the iotcnseheat of a per- 
~Ml to, "isht -.."d d.jt beiinj bli.te,ed ,nd .co.cfc.d 
«ll over, till Ite died. 

- Another poor ereatnre irts .nspeoded ali.e, from a gal- 
WrtrthTrib.; b.t...n t.hieh, »ilU a kn.fe, ... "1«;- 
i^^.'fin.t ..»(., and then fa.ten.d t" a o iron hook . h 
"t-hain. In.thi. .hoeking manner, be kept "l.«« *'« 
da»7- hB.i..S, *<*hi. head and feet downward. Caloh- 
iSVithhStSngne, the drop, of «ler (it be.ng the ..m, 
kLoo) that were flowi.ig down hi. «ngu»h.d bo*.".— 
Tta ,i-hl pierced my heart, ■»« I eonld not rej™" J™ 
.bedding liar., which the poor .ofcf«- »b'«,;< "?• * 
. voice .trongl. marked hj emotion, .aid, ••thank >™, 
mas.;" then. c.ea«d alhying He f.ro olTlio parched 
iJiToat becauK 1 wemetl affected. Exalted conduct, 
amiable fortitude— and, could generosity hi .ucb a moment. 
iriflui.nce himl jes! it did, and overcame every Mlfas^ 
toniiidetinion. Why, dhl ke not call my tear, loockeni ! 
Why did lie not rail at the-sonsof refinement! No! a 
lacerated, oncnltivated negro, knew how to prize the 
dropof.ympathy, and .tilled the voice of eomplauit.—- 
Mijved with companion, tli« «nltj who .tOod over bim, 
terminkted hb misery, by knocking bmi m the head mtll 
tbe butt-end of hi. musket. 

• The neat eaeculion 1 beheld, was that, of a beatitifui 
SambOBiiegro; this uufbrtnnate young wan had kiUedaa 
oveiaeet when in a state of mtoxication ; bsftthuwasiwt 
kdmitted, and tlie pAor ieHo^ wa. sentenced to be broke 
l^tT* apoiifiw raik ; iwwia-laid on-hi» back, oa.ss&ti^ 



cmss, to wbich, with anus and legs exf^n^ed, be was 
fastened by roiies. Never did I contemplate a finer figure, 
or a itiore intelligeut countenance. A Mraboe, is between 
n tntilalto and a negro: they are generally lianclspme, liav- 
ing dark curling bair, and a bright copper -coloured com- 
plexion. When extended on the cross, as I have already 
described, the executioner, with a hatdi«t, chopped otf 
bis tight band, and, nvxt took up a ponderous iron kar, 
«tlb which, by repeated blows, be crushed bb bones 
to shivers, till the marrow, btnod, and- splinter\ flew 
abont tlie field. TTie ropes were then nnfasfentd, buj 
ibc miserable creature vns not dwH ; in vain, he suppli- 
cated the guard to end his siiflVrinss; tliis was denied 
Inn), as bv his sentence, lie was not to receive the mercy 
stroke. He made several frniliess attampts to destroy 
hiuiself, till at length, he perish*^ t'ronj Jtunget— a fate, 
(o which many for le;sor eriniis are doon^ed. 

Should « luckless slave, ioan evil hour, offend the m*- 
naget, his deatii is eerlain, tliough varinuii the inetns b) 
wbieh it is worbed : vomeltmes, W ii ordered lr> attend 
him wbfh shooting ; the uiisiispee.ting negm* eagerly disr 
cuverv tlie game, but, instead of the bird that 14 staited, 
binifclfis the victim, qnd he is shot dead uutbespot 
Conscienie troubles nul tlie overseer, and, but Jbr. tiie fear 
of im'urriue his employei'i disjdeasure, ibe would boast <^ 
iiillinglbe black dog. 

■ Atanother time, the negro, for desertinj^ b fastened to 
a stake in the middle of an open 4>lain, exposed to th^ 
\rurcbing rays of a meridi^m.sun, "itli a gill ot'tirackiiij 
tealer, and a single plantain for bM daily food, till won 
put and cxhaus«3, be ends bis »ortal etttcer— — But nuH 
nagers, acejiot the {^y y^etrirtprs of cruelty; the baj* 
barity of planters, .exceeds even their avarice;, and, to 
their love of vengeance, tbej sacrifice interest. Soiirita- 
fcle are their fedings, so ungovernable their pasjiow, mi 
to vindictive their tempers, that white uunishing the slav^ 
they forget he is theif property, and would sooner se» 
-irim expiic on the rack,- than escape with impunity. Thus, 
yoa VH&{iK%aailiy v^ negroes deprived of their Umbs: 

some an arm, othcM a kg. or both.^ >Many, to pi» 

Vent desertion, cause the nnnappy victim to be hant-strungt 
«[ to drag penwtuaUy, a pondereu* weight. 1 have leeq^ 
«n^;^Sg«4* iw lOt peti»»)V..bis task. liU bia ^km 
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linitg in tatten, -Vii in that lUtc, b« bai been mt to- work 
in the fields. 

Compassion is a stranger to the plantn's botom-^or 
is it a more wclcatne gneet mjiIi the females, whose chitr 
racteristic seems cruelty i ui'slentl of the gentle intercessor, 
they becoDu the vcjigeful Jnstif^atQr of puimlmient, tbvt 
tliey, unpilyiD3> witness, uitniiadfal of the softness of ih«li 
sex, or ouly reuieiiibering to titllirt greater pain; thu<, a> 
tlie negro driver been ordeieil to fln^ a fetiwle slavey 
cliiefliy across the bosoiii— uhile aiioilier, for a slij^'lit fiii- 
■jure of her duty, received Iwo iMUidred la>h4«, and \\a» 
coiupclled to drag fur three montlM, a clnin, sererdl vardi 
ill leuglh ; oue-cnd <of which waa fastened to lier aucle, 
«nff to the otliec, wa« a^xed a weiglit, o£ more tlian ofie 
'bundred pounds. 

A negro bo*:, tvlio, Hnfortunittely fetl adeep •»\ti\t f^ 
niiig his mistress, tvaa . senteticed tu be puniilied -twa 
months; the Rnt of u-hich, he wua Ausiged ouoe w.m 
day, and the tecniwl, tied down ^at on bisd>ack, witb hif 
-feetinihestocks.^ — Same, to avoid llien drea^dfd punitli. 
'Sieots, have commilled suicide: pwliculutk tbe Cor»< 
■inaatyn negroes, wbo frequeotly wKUe being flogged, 
4lirow back tbeif lieadg in ihx neck aai sw^ow^eir 
40Bgue, which chottkei ^em.JjistaiiUneously. 

Another paii(ful metliod of aliotteiung ^existence, is tq 
•eat comnion earth, wltereby, Uie stomach is prevented 
I 4roni peifoxming its usual fuuetiona, and tbe suffere* lini 
' ^ers, in a state of the most ahocki a g debility, for a twelve.' 
' Jiiontlt. Itongh (lie Nago and Coromiuitjnoegrow.ar^ 
allowed to be the best tempered of all the sable tribej 
.tliev. oevcrlfaeleM, suffer paiu with less pUieuce thaatheir 
' ^nfortiutate brethewa^ AM,mk much sooner braoatb th« 
. .|)res3ure af woe. - - i 

TheMaerti, is the tifiprii^ 9f an Euiopoaii and a Qua^ 
deroov: wkiletl]ejat(ei:„is tW de»eendBBt of «.wiute.a«i 
I« mulaUo, ... . /; 

■ I once witnessed tbe. uncomawn fortitudo o/« Qaade. 
*ooa, who was quartered alive: iron sprigs wcr4'<lEinp 
completely home, underneath every one of bis nails, -on 
■bauds aaa:fe<t; /rQi»«ai)b ofwhidi, tb»Uood£tti«d:co- 

'■*'■* 
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pioOsly. Unmoved by the sigbt, and lAishrinking frntrt 
the pain, be wilb cnim indifference, bebeltl four strong 
- horses fastened to his leRs and arms ; nsj, with a sneer, 
tiid them pull anrxy. This conduct, was considered by 
^OTOc, as a excuse for the severity of bis punishment; but, 
who that ^aw his altered countenance, his convulsed fea- 
tures, and frenzied eye, could not have told his worrfs, 
were the langvaee of despair urged by acute snffcrmps, 
not merely to chastise, but to ^ratifv a vindictive sjMrif, 
eretbesecruelpunishmentsdevited. Venj^eance, unsaled, 
feasts oa its victims, and seekin« to veil Ibe barbarity that 
IS practised, would fain represent tlie shivcs as nnfeelinc; 
as them^elvTS. If von must punish, tnini«h with llieliop^ 
of rrformiuE, not fri>m the m«an motive of infticlinspniitt 
I have known negroes floRwd without knnwing for what 
offence; this affords a strikini* proof that their amendment 
is not wished for ; let us however suppose tiiat planters 
arf cmel from habit, more tliau inclination: their opinion 
«f the negroes is fonnded on error, tbev believe them to 
' be stubborn and insensible to aH but pam; while this idea 
is cherished, wn cannot expetA the vigor of their destiny' 
wilt be snfterred thinV higher of men who increase your 
stores, add to your cotnrorts, and afford yon the means of 
enjoying Kfe consider them as hnnnni creatures, and you 
will cease from treating tbeni like brutes; lessen the evils 
you will not' wholly remove. It fa only for niitT!r<>ti'>tJ 
the slave can hope, as with the abolition of the trade ■< 
Itselt oite nation, generous, benevolent, ~lind fiw, scorns 
pnrcha«n(; wealth with misery; the ignoble traffic Is r<v 
jected; tiiebeart of the phit«ntbr<^t rejoice?— -if eTj>andf 
with a purer jny than 'ere was known bv sordid iiittrcst: 
but in tlw indulgence of hise«ilted fediiisis he never nnce 
tecollects, that the deliverance he has laboured to effi-ct 
has not taken place ! for whether tlie slave finds a pnr- 
ehaaer in a Spaniard or a portugnese, captivity is still Iiis 
Jot. What then has eloquence, unwearied assiduity, and 
the softer dictates of humanity performed? nothing, sa,ve 
wif^g off a slain from the British nation : thoje whoaa vou 
>■«*« Bought to nake free, thank you for the noble dRirl, i 
acknowledge your kindness, m the warm language oft 
gntitnde; if one faipt gleam ot pleasure has illumined (he j 
Mid eoantcnance of fixed despair, accept it as yoiir'isward, " 
%yourdve. 

Be4)«t|nM« lelrient, oW ye planters; rise <W feanec" 
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lion of persuasion ratb^r than the wlup— to sball jouc 
«agar pnxluce a sweeter fiavar, — w shall your slaves serve 
^uu with the chcirfulness of wUKoe obedience, — so shall 
abject fear vanish,— feu r, which, like the gloomy tyntni^ 
may tafateb submisuKi, but uevei obtains love. 
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